UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER

ADB016707

NEW LIMITATION CHANGE

TO
Approved for public release, distribution
unlimited

FROM
Distribution authorized to U.S. Gov't.
agencies only; Test and Evaluation; JUN
1975. Other requests shall be referred to
Picatinny Arsenal, Attn: SARPA-TS-5, Dover
NJ 07801.

AUTHORITY

USAARDC 1ltr, 5 Jun 1978

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED




THIS REPORT HAS BEEN DELIMITED
AND CLEARED FOR PURLIC RELEASE
UNDER 00D DIRECTIVE 5200.20 AND
NO RESTRICTIONS ARE (APGSED UPON
ITS USE AND DISCLOSURE,

DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT A

APPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELEASE:
DISTRIBUTION UNLIVITED,

Sy’ 9 ans-ahal
bt ool Yt 2 e gy




OIS G
VAR Y] TN

/)

I,/’ [x/

X -5 YEx

FINAL REPORT

DESIGN OF EXPLOSION BLAST CONTAINMENT VESSELS
FOR EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL UNITS |

B. Dale Troft, Joseph E. Backofen, and John J. White, Il

June 1975

COPY AVEN RS
el FULU

(—

Distribution limuted to U. §. Government ogences only ltest
and evatuation; Sune 1975). QOther requests 1or this document
must be referced 1o Picatinny Arsenal, Artn: SARPA.TS.S, T~

Dover, N. }. 07801,

S\ PICATINNY ARSENAL
: Dover, New Jersey 0780}

- e

0 \t J
20
| 1> [l
A Controct No. DAAA21.72.C.0129
O ./1{/ :
#Q o e°p3’ vailable 16 pp De g
| - s ’ mu one e
oo b BATTELLE !“”Y legibla ruproguer o
¢ :::J Columbus Laboratories o
i 505 King Avenve
o
‘L"’ Columbus, Ohio 43201
)
-
o Vim

Ty SR



The findings of this report sre not to be construsd es an
official Department of the Army position.

DISPOSITION

Destroy this report when no fonger needed., Do not return
it to the originstoy.



+

Unelansd fled

e 4 - -

r\‘l( ﬁ‘ﬁ'ﬁ? ASNIE RN A Y0v 130 R 0l? 00000 Mo 10s0 F ntried!
REPORY DOCURENTATION PAGE
) e urtres ittt 'Iraovv PCoLLIvInN HO

WAL Bt I T Y
BEROPE COMPtETING Pony

PR ALV IR Y T T
BQLIILt'h CAT AL O T

oo 2B I P GUID B B G Ot s SIS 7Y

N0 LOVEHEO
epet,

1971 = 38 Jun e 759

NG, HEVILT mysOLL b,

» o Sty -
3 1A b Lastad dudbsid

DESIGN OF EXILOSION BLAST LONTALNMERT
BRSELS TUR EXPLOZLVE QRONANCE DISPOSAL,
Tarrs, s

r -—

T ARCT DI QAR HUMNE ()
ey

B. nalc/rror.t, Josoph )i./uackofen, JL)C BAAA21-72-CoB129
o] PAnk21-72-C-P12:

Wi o,

J(Jl‘n l]l w‘-‘:{te, I'LI
P PR T ONan G T TATION HAVE AND AGDRESSY

. . . A b WOHK UNIT NUMDLRS
Batcelle~Columbus Laboratories / //
505 Kiag Avenue :ra/w 75’)

Crbohiy i, A3 20 e e
0, CONTNUL L U1 71CL NAWE AND ADINESS 12, REPUKY DATE ¢

U.5, Army /j/
Picatinry Avsonul P 13 HUMGEH OF HASLS
Dover,_iew Jorsey _Q720]

T MGCHITOMING AGIL WY 1AM, & ALONLSLIIT ditlerend frerm Contralimg Otiree)

- ——
T8, 1HOGRAM CLLMENT, PHOILCT, YT ALK
L]

15, SRLURITY CLASS. (ol thiv 1epotiy

UNCLASSTFIED
TR TUTECALSITICATION COWNGNADING
sCHELULE

16, LASTHIDYNION 57:-!:‘.!»“’.7:! (ol mu—;ﬁrom
Distribution limited to U.S., CGovernment Agencies only (Lest and
evaluaticn; June 1975)., Other requests for this document must be
referred to Plcatinny Arscnal, Attn: SARPA-15-S, Dover, N.J. 07801

19, DILYRIUUTION STATEMUNT (of the atetrazt entered in Hiveh 272, 11 deilarent lrom Kepott)

19, SUPHLEMENTANY NOTES

19, KEY WOHOS (Comriirue on teverse 0188 if nrcasdary se igentily Ly block number)

Explosive containment vessels Elastic respensa of vessels
Blast contalnment venscls '
Fxplosive ordnance disposal

'30 ANSTHACT (U oiinue en raverge 0130 31 ntcoisacy and ideniily by blesu numrer)

Completely enclosed sphervical containment vessels in 2.0-ft-diar
0.5-in.~wall, 3.0-ft~dlam, 0.72-in.-wall, and 4.5 ft-diam, 1.0-in.-wall ‘
vere designed and tested. A computer program was written to calculate
the mazimuom response of spherical vessels to symmetric internul blast
loads including elastic and plastle strains, Good aprecment betveen
enleulntion and eunperiment was obtajned for both elastic and plastic
vessel deformations, (Continued)

DD S0k, 1473 swrien of 1 nev asis ovsoLere , Unel '
662’3’ ‘d"-’a“ab‘a rO W‘E‘ % ’.h.n::f:li':ro‘;c'(io‘s‘;' AL (nen trare bateend)
ormit fully_legible_reproductioy o

<

1 PR rh s e b et o 5 85 1L 14 e b s A bt et -




Unclassified

SECUMTY CLASSIFICATION OF THIS PAGFIMhen [Isis Fntered)

20, (Continucd)
The effectiveness of tuc 60% dynamites in producing stress
on the vessel walls was found to be a function of the scaled distance
to the vessel walls. Their effectiveness increased from ~0.5 at a
scaled distance of 2.5 ft/lbl/3 to ~0.8 at a sca&ed distance of 1.3, .
relative to 50/50 Pentolite at 0.73 to 0.80 g/em”™.

The maximum strain produced by a suiftcase-shaped charge
with dimensions in the ratio 1:2:3, was found to exceed the averape
effect of compact ¢yiindrical-shaped charges as a function of the
scaled distance, The factors were 1.3 to 1.4 at a scaled distance
of 1.80 ft/1b1/3 to slightly over 3 at a scaled distance of 0.9
fr/1b1/3,

The single-shot failure limit for the 2.0-ft vessels was
determined at between 6.5 and 7.0 1b of Cemposition C-4. The two-
shot failure limit was dectermined ai between 5.0 and 6.0 1b of
C-4, for vessels of A-516, Grads 70 steel. The singla~shot liwit
corresponds to the maximum wall stress from the calculated coufined
explosion gas pressure exceeding the static ultimate strength of the

ussel material. -
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SUMMARY

A\

Thig report describes an experimental and analytical investi~
gation of the design and performance of spherical vessels for containment
of erplosive blest for application by explosivz-ordnance disposal tesms.
Duripg this program a total of eight spherical steel containment vessels
ware fabricated. The dlame¢ ers and wall thicknesses Investigaced wore
2.0 ft with 0.5-in. walls, 4.0 [t wich 0.75-in. walls, and 4.5 ft with
1.0-in. walls, The vessel ports were aoproximately one radius in diam-
eter and compietely closed by flat steel doors overiaying the ports from
ihe inside.

During the course of this program a cowputer code was developed
which calculated the maximun elastic-plastic response and residual plastic
strain of spherical, thin~walled vecszls in regponse to an internal, tri-
angular shock vave followed by a static internal pressure. The code in
its present form uses measured shock-wave parameters from Pentolite and
static pressures which may be calcuiated for a number of explosives.,

The relative effectiveness of four explosives was studied, in
the 3,0- and 4,5-fy~diameter vessels, The relative effectiveness as
used here is the ratio of first-cycle maximum strains produced in the
vessel wall. 7The-Pentolite used !n this investigation (a granular form
with a bulk density of 0.73 to 0.50 g/cwm3) produced an elastic response
20 to 24 percent less than the response predicted analytically for full-
density Penvolite, independent of the charge and vessel size. The rela-
tive effectiveness of both NuPont Special Gelatin, 607 Strength and
Gelex-1 dyramites was very similar. Potl showed increasing effeztiveness
with decreasing scaled distance relative to the Pentolite investigated.
Their effectiveness relative to the lew=density Pentolite increased
from 0.5 at a scaled distance of 2.5 £t/1b>/3 to 70.8 at a scaled dis-
tance of 1.3 £t/1b1/3, The 3FA black powder investigated produced very
small vessel responses iIn comparison to the detonating explosives.

The relative effectiveness of charges in a suitcase geometry
(relative dimensions 1:2:3) as compared to cylinders with 2/d = 1 wes
found also to be a function of the scaled distance. The response of
the spherical vessels to these asymmetric charges was found to be highly
anisotropic. Tn that part of the vessel which showed the maximum
response to the suitcase-shaped charges (directly-opposte the major flat
charge face), the relative effectiveness varied from V1.2 to 1.4 at a
scaled distanc?,of 1.80 ££/1b1/3 «o slightly over 3 at a scaled distance
of 0,9 fr/1b/3, -

The effectiveness of expanded vermiculite,gpd.small glass
bottles as blast-attenuating vessel filler wmaterials was invastigated
in a preliminary way, in a 4.5-ft-diameter vessel, The relative
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effectiveness was measured by the fivse-cycle strain for the filled vessel
divided by the first-cycle strain for the unfilled vessel. For vermicu-
lite, in single shots at each charge level, thz effectiveness changed

from 0.21 vwith 2 1b of Pentolite to 0.66 at 8 1b of Pentclite to 0.48

at 10 1b of Pentolite. ¥rom this preliminary infermation, the effec-
tiveness of the vermicu'ite is shown to be decreasing with increasing
charge size, however, the upper limit of charge size for which a vermicu-
lite {111 will still be beneficial is not clear from the present date,

Small glass bottles (1 to 8 cz) were investigated as a shock-
attenuating filier in a single &-1b Pentolite shot. Although the vessel
response was couplex, it was judged that the glass was of little benefit
in this role,

Plastic deformation as measurable by changes in distance he-
tween fiducial marks on the vessel surface (¥0.05 percent) was first
observed (0.7 percent) cn the 3.0-ft-diameter vessel at a charge load
of 6.5 1b of Special Gelatin, 60% Strength dynamite in a suitcase-
shaped charge. This vessel successfully containes four additional
charges at greater loads than this up to a maximum of 12 1b of the
same charge type, with a maximum accumulated residual plastic strain
of 2.7 percent. At the conclusion of these tests, this vessel was
still free of catastrophic damage and has been in use for test firings
at Picatinny Arsenal fcr nearly three years.

A series of tests was conducted to determine the single-shot
failure limits on four 2.0-ft-diameter vessels. For spherical Composi~
tion C-4 charyes, the failure limit was found between 6.5 1b (4.86
percent residual strain) and 7.0 1b (catastrophic failure). An elastic-
plastic computer code calculation produced good agreement with the
recorded plastic strains for these vessels using 80,000-psi yield
strength for these vessels, which is appreciably in excess of the
static properties of 53,300 psi (0.2 percent offset) yield and 75,300~
psi ultimate tensile strengths. This difference is attributable to
strain-rate effects on the machanical properties. The calculated
confined explosive gas pressure in these vessels drackets 75,000-psi
maximum wall stress between 6.5 and 7.0 1b of C-4. Thus, it appears
that the ultimate failure of these vessels may have been influenced
by the confined gas pressure working against the static properties of
the steel, while the initial plastic strain was produced by the initial
shock wave working against strain-rate-hardened mterial,
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DESIGN OF EXPLOSION RLAST CONTALNMENT VESSELS
FCOR EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL UNITS

B. Dale Yrott, Joseph E. Backofen, and John J. White, II1
INTRODUCTT0§

This study was initiated in September 1971 with the objective
to develop desipn information for a completely enclosed sphevical blast
centalnnent vessel., Jucluded iun the initial objective was the develop-
ment of the relative elastic respoase of spherical vessels to Pentolite,
nitroglycerin~base and amwonium nitrate dynamites, and black powdes, as
vell as the relative effects of a suitcase-shaped charge versus a compact
charge shape. These effects were to be evaluatcd in the range of elastic
response of the vessels. 1In the special case of nitroglvcerin-base dyna-
wite in a suitcase-shaped charge, the charges required to produce signifi-
cant plastic deformaticn of a vessel were to be determined. As these
objectives were renlized, an improved design four an access-port closure
mechanism {the single-pin door support), which originated with Mr. Jon
Petty of Picatinny Arsenal, was developed, implemented, and evaluared
at Battelle in a 4,5-ft-diameter vessel in 2 subsequent contract modifi-~
cation. In a further contract medification, the effects of two blast-
attenuaticn filler materijals vere investigated, and a serins of four
small (2.0-ft diaweter) vessels were fabricated to determine the fzailure
limits of the evolving design., Hydrostatic tests were also conducted on
the 4.5-{t~diameter vessel to verify the performance of the dynamic strain
gages installed on this vessel, This is the {inal report on this work,

During the time this work was in progress a computer code to
evaluate the elastic-plastic response of spherical vessels to internal
blast loading was developed. Portions of the development of this analy~
sis, which is based on the sork of BDaker(l), were supported by this pro-
gram. The "Analysis" sectiorn of this report describes the basis for
this predictive tool and shows some representative effects.,

The '"Vessel Design and Construction" section gives the details
of vessel designs and design methodology developed in this program as well
as the details of their construction, with emphasis on the welding pro-
cedures used.

The "Experimental Procecdures' section describes the details of
the strain-gage instrumentation uscd ¢n the vessels, the means for measure-
ment of plastic strains, and provi . a detailed description of the explos-
ive charges and the hydrostatic test used to calibrate the strain gages.
Also included in this section is a short chronological test summary of all
charges fired in the total of eight vessels fabricated for this program.

The “Experimental Results and Discussion" section preseats the
experimental results cbtained in this program together with the matching
analytical predictions where appllcable,
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ANALYSTIS OF RFSPONSE OF SPHERICAIL VESSELS

The analysis of the response of spherical vessels to
internal blast leading Is based on the work of W, E. Baker
is based on the following assumptions:

It

o Spherical symmetry

e Thin-walled vessel

® Shock-~wave loading by a triangular shock wave
followed by a static pressure in the vessel

¢ Undamped vibration
o No gravitational stresses

o The vessel material is elastic-plastic with
linear work-hardening.

Because the initial objectives of the program were directed toward
understanding the elastic response of the vessels, the analysis was
carried out in three stages. TFirst, the elastic response of a vesssl

to a triangular shock wave with no following static nressure was
analyzed, later the elastic-plastic response was added, and finally

the static-pressure effect was included. The complete analysis

which has been conducted since the inception of this program has been
partialiy supported by in-house funds and funds from the Naval Explosive
Ordnance Disposal Facility, as well as by this program. Hence, a separate
report describing the complete analysis is being prepared and will be
distributed in the near future. The following brief description outlines
the method of analysis used. For further details, the complete analysis
should be consulted. The objective of the following analyses is the
determination of the maximum displacement and stress, and, in the case
of plastic deformation, the residual deformation and strain after all

internal loading is removed.

Elastic Response

The elastic differential equations of motion of a spherical
vessel driven by a triangular shock wave are:

* References are given at the end of the report.
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2
d u1
pha-—= + 2ho = ap(t) for 0 <Lt £ T , (1)
2 s
dt
and
dzu2
pha 5 + 2hs - af_ for t 2T, (2)
) s g
dt
where p = density of vessel metal
h = vessel wall thickness
a = radius of vessel
Uty = displacement of vessel wall before and after t = Ts’
respectively
t = time
g = tangential strass in vessel wall
p(t) = Pr(l - t/Ty)
P, = peak reflected shock pressure
Tg = time when the triangular shock wave terminates in

the static rressure
P = static pressure following the shock wave,

These differencial equations were solved using LaPlace
transforms to yield equations of motion for the vessel for 0 2t £ T

and t 2 Tg with the aid of the following boundary conditions and
auxiliary relations:
Uy 0 1
at t

du =0, (3)
M,
dt
v = u,
at t =T, (4)
dul ) du2 s
dt dt
- _E = _E u
O TV 1Ty = ()
where
E = Young's modulus
v = Poisson's ratio.

Depending on the duration of the driving pressure pulse,
the maximum response of the vessel may occur either before or after

the end of the driving pulse. The quantity which governs this response
was derived to be:

wl =~ 2,3311,
8
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where

i

w = fundamental breathing mode frequency

[25/0a2(1 - W12, (6)

i

w

If this quantity is pesitive or negotive the maximum in response occurs
either during ov after the forcing period, T , respectively. The
conditions for the maximum response were Found by the usual techniques

for ecvaluating maxime using the equation of motion for the appropriate
time period.

The maximum elastic response of a spherical vessel thus found
vas programmed for computer evaluaticn, initially and then later the

alastic portion of the analysis was included in the present elastic-
plastic computer program.

Data for the magnitude and duration of the driving air
shock were obtained for 50/50 Pentolite explosive initially from the
work of W. E. Baker, et al.(z), and later from the work of Goodman(3).
Little significant difference was found between these sources. The
pzak pressure, P., comes from experimentally measured peak normally
reflected air shock data. The time duration, T, is calculated form
exverimentally measured impulse data so that the assumed triangular
shock wave (returning to zero pressure) includes the measured impulse.

The time duration TS, is found from
TS = T(1 ~ Ps/Pr)' (7)

This calculation may slightly overestimate the impulse delivered to
the vessel wall by including Pq so early in time. However, for the
values of P_used, the inclusion of P_ changes the calculated results

less than lspcrcent from those calculited with PS = 0 within the
elastic range of response.

Values of the explosion gas pressure, P_, were calculat?g>
using the appropriate subroutines included in the work of Proctor''’.
In his study, Proctor shows that his method for calculation of the
explosion gas pressure produces values in good agreement with
experimental data obtained by several investigators.

Figure 1 shcows the calculated elastic response for several
vessels. It was noted that the calculated variation in maximum
stress, O, with weight of explosive, W, approximated a family of
straight lines all with the same slope. It was decided that a simple
empirical fit of the computer-calculated points would be a useful
tool. Such a fit can be expressed by an equition of the {orm
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log ¢ = log A+ n log ¥, (8)

where the constant A is a function of the vessel wall thickness, h,
and diameter, 9. Measurement of the slopes, n, of lines fitted to
selected couputer calculations showed that, indeed, n was nearly
constant, independent of h and ¢, having an average value of 0.768.
The method used for calculation of ¢ showed that, if other variabies
verce held constant, U was proportional to 1/h. Thus, th form for A
was selected as:

A = g($)/h, €))

where g($) is the function of ¢ to be determined from Equations (8)
and (9). 1t is easy to show that g(¢) is given by:

0.768

g(d) = ho/u" = ho/w (10)

Values for g(¢) were evaluated from the calculated values of O
for three vessels as shown below:

¢ h W g _
(ft) (in.) (1b) (psi) g($) g(¢)
3.0 0.50 0.3 18,100 22,815
1.0 46,000 23,000 22,920
10.0 269,000 22,947
4.5 0.75 1.0 18,000 13,500 1
10.0 106,000 13,563 13,570
30.0 248,000 13,648 |
6.0 1.00 3.0 21,000 9,032
10.0 53,800 9,179 1 9,126
100.0 315,000 9,169

The above evaluation shows that g(¢) is nearly independent of
W and varies regularly with ¢. A log-log plot of g(¢) versus ¢ for
the three average values of g{¢) is shown in Figure 2. The near-linear
relationship obtained may be expressed by the form:

log g = log D + m log ¢; (11)
where D and m are constants. Graphical evaluation of D and m leads to

the following expression for g, after slight rearrangement:

1.324

g = 9.80 x 10%/¢ (12)
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FIGURE 2. PLOT SHOWING RELATION OF
LOG g(¢) AND LOG ¢

Putting Equations (12) and (9) into (8) yiclds the following
relatively simplc relation between the maximum stress O, in psi, the
weight of Pentolite, W, in pounds, the vescel diameter, ¢, in fcet,
and wall thickness, h, in inches.

04 w0.768 1.324.

g=19.80x1 /h¢ (13)
The straight lines through the calculated points shown in

Figure 1 were calculated using Equation (13). The degrec of fit

obtained shows the derived empirical equation fits the calculated

data quite well over the practical range of maximum stresses shown.

It should be noted that the high stress values used in some
of the above calculations do not imply that real materials are expected
to remain elastic to these stress levels. They merely indicate what
the response would be if they did. TFor real materials which yield
plastically above their elastic Jimit, the above expression will
obviously predict meaningless results. To predict the plastic response
of vessels, an elastic-plastic analysis is neccssary.




Elastic~Plast ic Response

Early experiments in this program showed that if permanent
plastic deformation ot a blast containment vessel is allowed, the
blast from mucl. gretter explosive charge weights can be contained
a limited number of times .Jor a given weight vessel. Blast containment
chambers for some explosive ordnance disposal applications are expected
to be portable units in which minimizing the vessel weight is of
considerable importance., Furthermore, these vessels are expected to
actually contain the blast [rom an cxplosion relatively infrequently.
Hence, utilization of a vessel designed to plastically deform
without rupture for a limited number of charges, can yield considevrable
weight advantages over a vessel designed to remain elastic during
charge containment. Thus, an analysis of the expected performance of
a containiment vessel loaded into the region of plastic deformation
becomes a valuable design aid.

The elastic-plastic response of the spherical vessels was
analyzed using the same equations given previously for the elastic
portion of rhe response.

The elastic-plastic medel for material behavior used in this
analysis assumes purely elastic behavior up to a yield stress, 0,
followed by a linear work-hardening portion of the curve, characterized
by a slope or plastic modulus, S. Thinning effects of the vessel
wall due to plastic strain have bheen neglected.

The differential equations of motion of the vessel for
stresses above oy are:

d2u 2Sh
pha——i +~—u + 2h (6 - Se_) = ap(t), (14)
dt a y y
for
t. SE<T ,
y s
and
d2 2Sh
pha-—%+-——-—u+2h(o -8 )= al , (15)
dt a y y s
for

t > 7  and t > ty

:
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where ey is the strain at yielding given by:

Q - V) .
A = a2V g 1
1 ey F y (16)

and the other quantities are as previcusly defined. Asg in the elastic
analysis, these equations were solved using standard LaPlace transform
techniques, he resulring equations of motiun were matched to their
elastic counterparts at the time, t , when the vield stress, 0, was
reached. The matching boundary contiitions were that both the Yall

- displacement and velocity were continuous on transition to plastic

: behavior.

The maximum plastic response may be reached by three pussible
paths:

(1) The yield stress is exceeded before the end of the
forcing period, Tg, and the maximum deformation is
reached before the end of the forcing period.

: (2) The yield stress is excceded before the end of the
E. forcing period but the maximum deformation is pot
E reached until after the end of the forcing period.

3 . (3) The yield stress is not exceeded until after the

3 end of the forcing period, and, hence, the maximom
E deformation is reached after the end of the fercing
3 period.

: The details describing the way in which it is possible to

E determine which of the above paths will be followed, for any combination
of vessel, material, and shock-wave parameters, are given in the
complete description of the analysis referenced previously.

; Once the route to the maximum response has been determined,
L it is a straightforward matter to determine the actual maximum

E response parameters by standard techniques from the appropriate

3 equation of motion.

After the maximum elastic-plastic stress, G, and strain,
€ , are reached, subsequent oscillations of the vesseT are assumed
to occur elastically with no Bauschinger effect. Hence, the residual
plastic strain, €., is found by allowing elastic recovery with the usual
elastic modulus back to zero stress:

.. .-V
€p= € 5 o - a7
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Tne last term in the above equation represents the elastic recovery.
The elastic recovery for steel is quite small, as shown in the tabulation

4ttt A

below,
Maximum Elast.c Strain
Stress, Recovery,
- __psi percent
. 50,00 0.12 ,
E. 75,000 0.18
100, 000 0.24
: 125,000 0.30 ;
3 150,000 0.36

3 Hence for loads which produce appreciable plastic strain, the elastic

recovery is small and plots of the residual plastic strain differ only
slightly from plots of the maximum strains produced.

igure 3 shows an example of the calculated effect of the
contained explosion gas pressure on the residual plastic strain produced
in two vessels. 1In both of the examples shown, the effect of the
confined explosion gas pressure is nil until the residual plastic
€ strain exceeds 0.5 percent. In both cases this does not occur until
3 an explosive load equal to nearly 3 times that required to exceed the
yield strength of the material has been reached. For larger explosive
£ loads the coniined explosion gas pressure becomes the dominant factor
3 in determining the total strain of the vesseis, This is the result of
: not only the incrcasing confined explosion gas pressure but also the
: increasing time to reach the maximum deformation of the vessels with
3 increasing charge loading. The latter effect allows more time for

the confined explosion gas pressure to be effective in delivering
impulse to the expanding vessel.

B i b

Ultimately, ot course, the confined explosion gas pressure
3 will exceed the yield strength of the vessel and therefore be capable
3 of producing significant plastic deformation of the vessel in the
absence of shock-wave effects. This is the expected mode of vessel
E: deformation and ultimate failure when deflagrating explosives, such
34 ' as black powder or propellants, are contained.

o v, S b, S N

In conclusion, the present analysis in computerized form is
capable of conducting parametric analyses of the predicted performance
of spherical vessels for variations in vessel diameter and wall thickuness,
material yield strength, and work-hardening coefficient and provides as
output information the time of yielding and the time of maximum deformation
after shock-wave impingement, the maximum vessel wall deflection and
strain, and the residual plastic vessel wall deflection and strain.
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Also included in the output is informatlon regarding the degrec of
oxidation of the explosive detonation products by the air contained

in the vessel, acecording to Proctor's model for calculation of the
explosion gas pressure. together with the calculated explosion gas
pressure and the vessel wall stress, calculated on a static basis,
which this gas pressurc would produce., The anaiyeils does not include
the ¢ffect of versel volume incerecase due to expansion by the shock

wave on Lhe calculated static pressure, nor does it include the cffect
of vessel wall thinning on the resultant deformations and stresses.
These cffects are small, however, for small deformations. Tiwe analysis
also does not include a fracture or failure criterion for a vessel;
this must be determined experimentally for each vesscl design. An
upper limit for the explosive load which will produce vessel failure
may be readily inferred, however, as the explosive load which produces
a stress from the confined explosion gas pressure equal to the ultimate
tensile strength of the vessel calculated at the point of minimum ’
wall thickness.



VESSEL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

This scctlon contains descriptions of the ecight vessels
fabricated for this program and the design criteria for sizing the parte,

Contaiument Vessels

Eight spherical contalnment vessels were fabricated for this ‘
progrom, The pertinent parameters of these vessels are summarized in :
Table 1. The vessels were fabricated in trwo lots of four vessels each, '
widely separated in time,

Figure 4 is a schematic top view of Vessels 1 and 3. As shown,
the port was reinforced by a simple tube. The door included a tab for
the attachment of two hinge blocks. Two hinge straps, as shown, were
welded to the reinforcing tube before the tube was welded into the
hemisphere, This deslgn was generated prior to the development of the
port reinforcement criteria given in the next section. The thickness
of the flat door was chosen at twice the thickness of the vessel. This
was known to be too thin to remain undistorted; however, a bulging dis-
tortion of the door should strengthen it apainst further distortion,

In order to be certain that the door overlap on the inside of the
reinforcing tube was not lost as a result of bulging the door, the doors
in both vessels were made 1 inch larger in diameter than the OD of the
reinforceing tube.

No supporting feet or attachments other than lifting lugs were
welded to Vessels 1 through 4 initially. They were supported on cradles
formed of 1/2-in. steel plcie and depended on friction to maintain the
orientation of the vessel in its cradle.

Vessel 4 was fabricated exactly like Vessel 3, except without
a door.

Figure 5 is a schematic side view of Vessels 3a through 6a,
drawn to scale. Vessel 2 is qualitatively very similar in design. It
differs in the details of the location of the cross-pin, shape of the
built-up parts between the door and the adjusting bolts, and the support-
ing fcet. The caster whcels shown in Figure 5 wcre used on Vessels 3a
through 6a. In Vessel 2, the casters were replaced by small feet welded
to the vessel. These were cut from l-in. plate and provided a 1 by
2.5-in. supporting area to rest on the rim of the cradle previously
fabricated. The feet were necessary on this vesscel to maintain its
orientation in the cradle because of the relatively greater weight of
the reinforcing ring and door in this design. The detailed design
criterin for this single-pin door support design are given later.
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FIGURE 4., SCHEMATIC TOP VIEW OF VESSELS 1 AND 3
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FIGURE 5.

SCHEMATIC SIDE VIEW OF SPHERICAL CONTAINMENT

VESSEL WITH SINGLE-PIN DOOR SUPPORT MECHANISM
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The alngle=pin door support idea was orviginated by
Mv. Jon Petty of Pleatinny Arsennl, the technleal monitor on this
program. The details of the operating mechanism were suppliced by the
firat two authors. The operation of the single-pin door mechanism io
given in the fellowing paragraphs,

The adjusting bolts shown in Figure 5 are initially adjusted,
together with .the operating nut on the main plin, to provide a good fit
of the door against the inside of the reinforcing ring. JFree play
built into the cross-pin allows the two adjusting b.lts to bring both
sides of: the deor into contact with the reinforcing ring. The block
attached to the bottom of the support pin and the built-up box which
surrounds the block and is welded to the door are designed to hold the
door at only a slightly smaller angle to the main pin than the fully
scated position. The adjusting bolts only provide for the final seating
of the door against the ring, by rotation of the door on the crouss pin.

The stop nut 1s also initially adjusted to allow the door to
rotate around the inside of the vessel with small clearance when the
operating nut is backed off against it. The stop nut is then locked
in place with Loctite (for the 2-7t~diameter vessels) or a mechanical
clamp built into the nut (for the 4.5-ft-diamecter vessel).

With these initial adjustmeuts made, and the door closed, as
shown in Figure 5, the door is opened simply by rotation of the opcerating
nut, The door is lowered for clear rotation initially, then further
rotation of the operating nuf now against the stop nut, forces rotation of
the main support pin and door through “90 deg to the open position.

To close the door, the operating nut is merely rotated in the
opposite direction. The door is rotated to its closed position by the
initial rotation of the operating nut because of the jamming action of the
stop nut and operating nut together. When the door rotates to its proper
position to close completely, it contacts a door stop attached to the
reinforcing ring. Continued rotation of the operating nut frees it from
the stop nut and raises the door to the fully closed position. As the
door rises, the adjusting bolts are again contacted and bring the door
to an accurate seat angle against the ring.

This mechanism has worked exactly as described through 43 shots
in Vessel 2, and similarly in the smaller vesseis, Nos. 3a through 6a.

Material Sclection

Steel was selected as the vessel wmaterial on the basis of cost,
strength, fabricability, and availability. The selection of a specific
grade of steel for the primary vesscl was based on five congiderations:
(1) a high level of toughness, as measured hy the Charpy notch-bar impace
test, at low ambient temperature, (2) weldability, (3) cost, (4) availabillity,
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and (5) the fact that steels with good impact propertics at low tem- :
peratures must be good-quality steels., This provides additional

assurance that deformatlon of the steels will not be adversely affected

by unacceptable defects or improper processing. .

The first choice steel grade selected is designated as ASTM
A-537-72A, Class 1, or as ASME boiler steel SA-537A. This is a high-
quality carbon steel with a nominal composition of 0.15 to 0.2 percent
carbon, 1.2 percent mangancse, 0.2 percent silicon, less than 0.02
percent sulfur, and less than 0.0l percent phosphorus. This steel,
as specified by the American Society for Testing Materials (ASTM) or
the American Society jor Mechanical Engineers (ASME) boiler code, will
have a minimum yield strength of 50,000 psi and elongation in 8 in.
of 18 percent. In addition, this steel will have a guarznteed minimum
Charpy notched-bar impact strength value of 12 ft-lb at a temperature
of -75 F, a temperature far below expected ambient temperatures.

Nominal values for impact strength at -75 F are about 30 ft-1b, and at
-50 F about 55 ft-lb. This is a steel characterized by high levels of
toughness even in the normalized hecat-treatment condition (Class 1)

that was specified for the vessel. This type of heat treatment was
specified because it only requires heating to the specified temperature
for the correct length of time and air cooling as compavred with the more
complicated heat treatments involving heating, quenching, and tempering,
which can yield higher levels of impact strength. The shells of the .
first four vessels were constructed of this material, while the re- .
maining parts were constructed from mild steel stocks on hand, except

that the reinforcing ring and door for Vessel 2 were constructed of A-516

Grade 70 material as an alternate since no A-537 material could be

located. ASTM A-516 Grade 70 material is quite similar to A-537 but a

lover yield strength is allowable, and low-temperature toughness is

not normally guaranteed.

The particular materials for the second lot of 2-ft-diamater
vessels wecre selected on the basis of availability within the guidelines
above. During the time of ordering there vessels (1974) steel avail-~
ability was less than normal. However, the supplier of the hot-pressed
hemispheres, Lukens Steel Co., did provide additional low-temperature
Charpy impact property guarantees on the lot of A-516 Grade 70 material
used for these vessels. The rings and doors for these vessels were
fabricated from a section of 5-in.-thick plate of A-537-72B, Class 2,
material. This was the only material available in the required sizes
which fit the mechanical property requirements. This material is identical
to A-537-72A, Class 1, except that it is supplied in the quenched and
tempered condition and is somewhat stronger than the normalized material.

Vessel Wall Thickness

Table 2 gives ultrasonically measured wall thicknesses of vessels
1, 2, and 4. The results indicate that, if Vessel 3 was similar to Vessel
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TABLE 3. MEASUREMENTS OF WALL 'THICKNESSES OF VESSELS 3a
THROUGH 6a

(All measurements are in inches)

Lower
Hemisphere, Upper Hemisphere
Vessel Adjacent to Adjacent Adjacent
No. Weld to Weld to Port
3a 0.536 0.532 0.465
0. 534 0.537 0.457
0.542 0.537 0.455
0.540 0.530 0.436
4a 0.542 0.533 0.494
E 0.547 0.537 0.475
3 0.517 0.540 0.474
E 0.541 0.547 0.487
E 5a 0.535 0.536 0.450
E 0.543 0.520 0.447
3 0.540 0.536 0.425
3 0.537 0.516 0.418
6a 0.542 0.528 0.450
0.525 0.528 0.450
0.517 0.539 0.455
0.531 0.539 0.462

Y
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4, it had an averape wall thickness of 0.725. Note that the wall thickness
shows appreciable variation, with the thickness generally increasing from
the pole to the girth welds. The weighted average wall thickness was

calculated based on the assumption tha: the observed variation was circularly

symmetrical about the pole., Thus measurements near the girth weld received
more weight than those at or near the pole.

Table 3 gives measured wall thicknesses of Vessels 3a through 6a.
The four measurements at each location identified were taken at equally
spaced locations arcund the periphery of the vessels before welding. No
ultrasonic thickness surveys wuere made on these vessels.

Fabrication and Welding

All vessels weve fabricated by welding together a pair of
hot-pressed hemispherical heads. The ports were welded into holes machined
into one of the hemispherical heads.

The initial fabrication of the first four vessels was done
completely in the Battelle-Columbus Machine Shops. The hemispheres
were welded into spheres using multipass, full-penetratvion welds depesited
by the MIG process. The vessel ports were initially welded in using
the same process. After welding, the four vessels were stress relieved
at 1125 + 25 F for } hr followed by furnace cooling tc 600 F. They were
shot-blasted to remove the heat-trcatment scale.

This lot of vessels was intended to be a scaled-down version of
a 6-ft-diameter, l-in.-wall vessecl with a port large enough to allow the
insertion of a 2-ft cube containing a charge. The data daveloped were to
allow predictions of the performance of the 6-{i vessel.

In a subsequent contract mcdification, Vessel 2 was modified
by removal of the original sleeve, similar to Vessel 1, and installation of
the present port and door. This welding and all subsequent welding was
performed in the Battelle-Columbus Welding Devclopment Laboratory.

The port was welded into Vessel 2 using the shielded metal
arc process., The multipass weld was built up using the stringer bead
technique. The welding parameters used were as follows:

Preheat temperature: 300 to 400 F
Interpass temperature: 400 to 600 F
Electrode: E9018-4, 5/32-in. diameter
Arc voltage: 24 volts

Welding current: 150 amps

Heat impact: 30 to 45 kJ/in.
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This technique was chosen to produce welds with the minimum of residual
stresses, and a fine-grained weld so that postwelding heat treatment :
could be eliminated. . E

The principal structural welds in the second lot of vessels 4
(Nos. 3a through 6a) were done by the Bittelle Welding Development
Laboratory. The welding procedure used for these vessels is given here
in some detail, since the same procedure can be used for vessel welds
with wall thicknesses from 3/16 to 3 in.

The same procedure was used in making the weld attachiug the
door ring to the sphere and the girth weld between two hemispheres. This
procedure, No. P-75-A, is included as Appendix A. The reinforcing ring
was welded into one hemisphcre before welding the hemispheres together
to provide easy access to the inside surface of the weld.

A preheat temperature of at least 250 F was used prior to any
welding. The steps {ollowing preheat were as follows:

% o The ports to be welded were tacked in place using
3 E-8016-C3 covered electrode.

o The root pass was deposited from the vessel inside
surface using the shiclded-metal-arc process and
E-8016-C3 covered electrode.

e The root bead was ground out to sound metal from the
outside.

E e The ground surface of the root pass was dye-penetrant-

3 inspected to insure removal of any lack of fusion in the
: base of the root pass. Areas showing any indication of
3 lack of fusion were reground and rechecked until sound

1 metal was ensured.

o The second weld pass was deposited from the outside by
shielded metal arc using the same electrode material.

o The joint was completed using Hobart FabCO 81 cored
wire electrode in a semi-automatic gas metal-arc welding
process,

o The face of each pass was cleaned by puwer wire brushing
to remove slag between welding passes.

o The completed joint was radiographically inspected
according to Section VIII, Pressure Vessels Division 1
of the ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Cfode, 1974.

On the girth weld, the vessels were mounted on a rotating
3 fixture after tacking to allow all welds to be deposited in the flat -
% position.
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Door and Reinforcing Ring Design

e

-

General Criteria

The design formulas for the reinforcing ring and door were
derived using an average wal' thickness of the vessel and the follewing
constraints:

£t 0T

e The formulas were based upon a static internal
pressure loading.

o The sphere was assumed to act as a thin shell,
wvhich is cowpletely valid only for shells having a
ratic between the radius to the median curface and the
thickness greater than or equal to 6C (a /t_ > 60)(2)
The stress in the shell was then given 5 8
by the following formula:

= n
O, paSlLtS (18)
where
o, = uniform stress in the sphere
p = static internal pressure

radius to the median surface of the sphere

]
7]
1
e

il

tS thickness of the spherical shell.

o The door was designed to a stress at the outer surface
of the center of the door equal to that in the sphere
so that gross deformation and subsequent shifting of the
bearing support line with the ring would not occur.

oot il A i

e The ring was designed so that the sphere and the ring
would have equal static deflection at their welded junctien
under an internal pressure.

X,

Lo

¢ Al) eccentricities within the ring and sphere junction
were minimized for a static loading,

The average wall thickness of the vessels was used even though
there was a significant variation in truc wall thickness from the center
to the edge o each hemisphere because it. was both conservative and the
best number available so that the design could proceed before the hemispheres
were delivered.

It is noted that obtaining reliable actual wall-thickness
information from supplicrs of formed hemispheres is not an easy matter.

‘).
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Formed hemispheres are characteristically supplied for pressure-vessel
applications in vhich the minimum wall thickness is the applicable criterion,
With the uncontrollable variations in wall thickness which occur during

the forming operation, manufacturers characteristically use an appreciable ’
extra thickaess for the original blank te insure that the quoted minimum is
exceeded at the thimest portion of the final fabrication, since weight

is not normally a factor in pressure-vessel applications. In this work,

however, minimum weight is one of the primary considerations. For

pwrposcs of determining the average wall thickness which will be realized

in a vessel the manufacturer's quoted inside dismeter and estimated (not
guarantecd) shipping weight scems to provide the best indication of

what the average wall thickness of the vessel is likely to be for design
jarpescs.  Consideration must be piven to the expected minimum wall

thickness as well, since the hot-spinning process, for example, appears

to lead to much larger and more uncontrollable variations in wall thickness

E than hot pressing in a dic.

Steps in Design

3 This section includes the design guidelines developed for
A the vessels fabricated in this program. The performance of the vessels
tested to date using these guidelines appears to be generally satisfactory,
e although additional experience with them is desirable before they can be
i regarded as firwmly established. The vessels fabricated for this program
e were not sized with the intention of containment of a specified blast
3 load, since no design criteria for this purpose existed at the inception
2 of this program. llowever, the results of this research now allow choice
= of a vessel diameter and wall thickness expected to accomplish a specific
containment objective. 1In addition, the size of the opening desired is
selected on the basis of the expected end use of the vessel. Currently,

our judgment for most applications 1s that the port opening should not
exceed the radius of the vessel.

Figure 6 illustrates the geometry of the junction between the
sphere, reinforcing ring and door.

3 . The size of the bearing surface b between the ring and the door

is the first quantity to be determined. For a first estimate, the following
expression was used:

bl = (os/Gb)(ad/aS)ts, (19)
where

3 o, = the lower of the compressive yield-stress

values for the door and ring materials.
E ay = radius of the port., -

N The remaining quantities were defined in Equation (18).

i
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The value of b was then refined using the following formula wherein a
was substituted for a: °

a, ~a, *+ b1/2 (20)
b = (oslob) (ao/us)ts, (21)
where

a = approximate location of the bearing stress load
line assuming c is equal to zero in Figure 6.

The thickness of the flat plate door, t,, was detarmined frou the following
formula for small deflections(3), which considers not only bending of the
plate but also shearing strain and lateral pressure effects on the edge

of the door.

1/2
=[2G+ al R AP TN
g =[2G+ a i@l - 5 G, (22)

where v is Poisson's Ratio (v = 0.27 for steel). The objective in the
design of the door was to provide a part that would support both the
dynamic load and the static load of a contained explosion without deforming
so much that the load line geometry between the door and the ring was
destroyed. The stress fcund in the sphere was used as the maximum value

of stress to be found in the door. This occurred at the outer surface

E of the center of the door.

ot e Bt 258 it

The first approximation of the rcinforcing-ring cross section
was pgenerated with the assumption that the centroid of the ring would lie
close to the radius, a . The following formula, which was derived from
references 5, 6, and 7%for a thiu ring, which has a thickness~to-radius
ratio less than 1:5, and a sphere, was used for the first estimate of
the cross section of the ring, which would deform the same amount at its

f» centroid as the sphere, if “he sphere had continued to the same location: %
at, %

1 A= ?T:G) cos ¢o sin ¢o, (23) :

where

E - -1

3 ¢, = sin (ao/as). (24)

i

This rectangular area, A, then allowed a reasonable engineering estimate
k- for the thickness of the ring, T, to be made. If the ratio, T/ao,

E violated the thin-ring criterion, the following formula, based on a thick
ring with the deflection matched at the point of contact with the

4 hemisphere, was used to determine the height, H, of the ring:

i
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where E_ and E_ are Young's Modulus of the ring and sphere, respectlively,
and the other 3uancities are as shown in Fipure 6. The area and the

rough dimensions of 1 and I are next represented on a drawing, such as
Figure 6, Using this drawing, the shape of the ring cross se:tion was
changed from simply rectangular to accomplish the {ollowing two objcctives
while keeping the cross~sectional area, A, of the ring constant:

e Make the transiticn or change in cross section
between the sphere and the ring as smooth as possible
to avoid large stress concentrations,

e Make the sum of the moments caused by the bearing
Load from the deor and the loading by the sphere as near
equal tc zero about the centroid of the ring cross
section as possible, to minimize the tendency of the ring to
twist under load.

The second objective was expressed by the equation:

a0
e =d T (26)
S
where
e = perpendicular distance from the projected load line
from the junction of the sphere and ring to the centroid
d = perpendicular distance from the projected door/ring

bearing line to the centroid of the ring.

A rapid solution for the ring sizes and shapes required for cost and
sizing purposes was facilitated by adjusting a through use of the internal
chamfer, ¢, on the inside surface of the ring (see Figure 6).

= 2
a = a, + ¢ + b/2. (27)

The final iteration checked the validity of the values calculated for

the bearing surface, door thickness, cross section of the reinforcing ring,
and the “.alance of the moments about the centroid of the reinforcing ring.
Thue, the design of the reinforcing ring and door was completed for the
4,5~ and 2,0-ft containment chambers.

., R = o
i IR S e

(25)

hade=s i .
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In the 4.5-ft vessel number 2, it was expected that the wall

thickness, t , of the vessel was 0.75-inch, and the reinforcing ring

was designedsfor this thickness. When the original port was removed,
allowing micrometer measurements to be made, it was found that this vessel
was thicker than 0.75 inch., The ultrasonic thickness survey of wall
thickness, as shown in Table 2, was then performed, showing that the
average wall thickness was 1.00 incih. Thus, the reinforcing ring was
undersigned by the above crireria by ~25 percent. The reinforcing ring
had already been machined, however, and the decision was made to install

the ring anyway, since the design criteria given here were new and as
yet unproven.

In the 2-ft-diameter vessels, numbers 3a-6a, the reinforcing
rings were designed for 2 vessel wall thickness of 0.55 inch. In this
case, the wall thickness measurements conducted on the vessels after
their arrival supgested that the averape wall thicknesses are somewhat
i1ess than this value, and the reinforcing rings may be overdesigned by
about 10 percent.

Single~Vertical-Pin Door HMechanism Design

General Criteria

Figure 5 illustrates the major components of a single vertical-
pin door mechanism. For the initial weight estimations, the mechanism
weight was taken as 10 to 15 percent of the weight of the door wich the
higher value used for the 4.5-ft-diameter vessel,

The following were the general design criteria for the mechanism:

e In the closed position the main pin, belleville springs, and
adjusting bolts must hold the weight of the door and some
arbitrary seating pressure of the door against the ring.

e In the open position the main pin must be able to support
an expected loading factor for rough handling multiplied
by the welght of the door.

o The belleville springs should have enougli deflection left
when holding the door in the closed position to allow the
vessel wall to move outward the sum of the maximum elastic
deflection predicted by the computer program and the movement
of the cross pin caused by the elastic deflection of the
door. Under no circumstances should th> belleville springs
be flattened out when the door is closed.

Dl i e
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¢ The general arrvanpgement of the main pin and cross pin should
be as close to the door as possible to reduce the loads
caused by the dynamic interaction of the door and chamber.

e The main pin bearing support should be long enough (usually
greater than one diameter) to allow free motion of the
door both up and down without binding caused by the fact
that the support is resisting a moment on the pin caused
by the off axis weight of the door.

e Plastic deiormation of the chamber may enlarge the pin
support bearing. This must be considered for tha
expected usage and lifetime of the chamber.

¢ In the region of the penctration of the sphere by the
main pin and the adjusting bolts a doubler plate or
possibiy two should be used so that the stress level in
the region is lower than that in the rest of the chamber.
If the vessel is to have a long lifetime, this repion
should be held within the elastic capability of the
material so that the hole sizes for the adjusting bolts
and main pin support do not change.

Steps ip Design

The main pin was sized by the combined bending and tensile
load caused by the open door. The weight of the door and a value of
ten loading factor was applied to the geometry of the pin door for each
chamber designed.

The main pin was then checked for the stress caused by the
load from the adjusting pin, main pin, door geometry while supporting
the weight of the door and the arbitrary seating pressure against the
ring. 1In general, the arbitrary seating pressure was actually determined
from the capabilities of the adjusting bolts and main pin.

The support for the main pin was designed using a close running
fit for the hole. A thin strip of bearing area (0.25 inch) was assumed
at both ends of the support. The bearing stress on these surfaces was
then designed to approximately 20,000 psi for the moment caused by the
of f axis door, with the loading factor applied, by varying the length
of the support. 1If the support length became unreasonably long, the
diameter of the pin was increased as was done for the 4.5 ft vessel,
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The belleville springs were then selected to it the diameter
of the main pin and transmit the maximum tensile load in the pin to the
outer surface of the chumber with only a nominal deflcction. The number
of bellevilie springs used weve determined by the requirement that the
sum of the remaining available deflection to flattening out for all the
springs was set above the sum of the expected maximum elastic deflection
of the chamber wall and the axial thrust caused by the edge rotation of
the door and the geometry of attachwment through the cross pin.

The cross pin and minor plate parts of the built-up connection
were then designed so that they transmitted tlhie loads corresponding to the
waximum load in the mzin pin without yielding.

The outsr doubler plate (and inner doubler plate, if required)
were fabricated from the material rcmoved from the hemisphere that
recejved the reinforcing ring. They were conservatively Jaid out to
cover the entire region from the reinforcing ring to at least a distance
no closer than two to three times the diameter of the closest penetration
through the chamber wall.

The threads on the driving nut for the main pin were selected
with a ramp angle such that it is casy to open and close the door.
Additionally, the low ramp angle was chosen so that the nut was resistant
to movement during the dynamic loading cycle of the chamber.
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EXPERIMENTAI PROCEDURES

Instrumentation and Diagnostics

To follow the performance of the spherical vessels evaluated
during this program, two typ~s of diagnostics were employed: strain sages
were attached at various locuations on the vessels and a network of
fiducial marks was placed on the vessels to obtain information on the ;
plastic strain distribution.

Strain-Gage Locations

L ant

The dynamic response of the vessels to interral blast luading
was followed with strain gages, located as shown schematically in Figures
7 and 8. These locations were chosen to provide strain data: (1) near
the closure port, (2) directly opposite the closure port, (3) at points
off the edges and major flat face of suitcase-shaped charges, and (4) at
various locations around the vessel surfaces.

M A

e

The layout of the strain gages for Vessels 1 and 3 was identi-

cal (See Figure 7). Gage 1 was installed approximacely 3.5 wall thicknessses
from the edge of the closure port. Gage 3 was lecated directly oppoesite

the closure port. 1In order to study the effects of suivcase-shaped charges,
it was planned to orient the charges to provide vespouse data at locations
relatively free of ceffects of the vessel port at least on one edge. Gapes

2 and 4 were thus positioned at 90 and 180 degrees, respectively, from

Gage 1. Suitcase-shaped charges were suspended in the vessels so thuat the
normal to their major flat was directed toward Gage 2. Assuming cylindri- :
cal symmetry of the vessels about the port axis, the location of Gages 1 ;
through 4 permitted the study of the angular responsce of the vessel design :
for the case of spherical and near-spherical charges. A fifth strain gage

was located near the center of the flat door to follow its response. E

okl

VAN,

The positions of the strain gages mounted oun Vessel 2 are shown

in Figure 8. After the experience gained with Vessels 1 and 3, the location
of Gage 4 was changed in order to monitor the hoop stresses generated in

the port reinforcing ring at a point 90 degrees {rom the door support pin.
Gage 1 was installed closer to the closure weld, due to the location of the
support pin and its outer surface reinforcing plate. No gape was installed
on the door of Vessel 2, because experience with Vessels 1 and 3 showed

that water from the escaping d-tonation product gases condensed on the gage
and rendered it inoperative.
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FIGURE 7. SCHEMATIC VERTICAL SECTION THROUGH THE
CENTERLINE OF VESSELS 1 AND 3 SHOWING
STRAIN-GAGE LOCATIONS

Gages were installed to measure the strain
component in the plane of the paper.




FIGURE 8.

SCHEMATIC VERTICAL SECTION THROUGH THE CENTERLINE
OF VESSEL 2 SHOWING STRAIN-GAGE LOCATIONS

Gages were installed to measure the strain component
in the plane of the paper.
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Strain Gage Description and Installation Procedurcs

The strain gages cmsloyved throughout this pregram are 350-ohm,
1/4-in. gage leugth from dMicro-measurements Corp. The gages installed on
Vessels 1| and 3 were Type EP-08-250BF-350. rhe<c gages, which are special
anncaled constantan foil, have a quoted strain range of *#20 percent in this
size. They were chosen in order to follow the possibly large plastic strains
which the vessels might encounter., “They were cemented to the vessels
(using Micro-Mcasurements' M-200 adhesive) on areas which had been pre-
viously ground, sanded, pclished, and carefully cleaned. The gages were
connected to the measuring bridge cquipment using a three-wii: temperature-
compensating circuit. (Three wires of a foil-shielded four-wire cable were
used.) 1In these installations, the ends of the connecting cable wires were
soldered directly to the strain-page tabs using established strain-gage
soldering technique., The cahles were s:curely taped to the vessel adjacent
to the gages to prevent accidental stress on the cable-gage connection,

This gage installation on the first containment vessels tested
worked satisfactorily for small charges; howaever, as the explosive shock
load on the vessels increased, failures due to the connecting wires being
torn from the gages were encountered, It appeaved that the mass of the
connacting wires was so great that the momentun imparted to them by the
inftial cutward movement of the vessel caused the wires to be torn {rom
the gages. This problem vas ameliorated to some extent by securing the gage
leads to the vessel between layers of insulating tape with 1/2 inch steel
bands. The bands were secured tightly around the vessel using a banding
tool such as is used to reinforce packing cases with steel bands. As the
loads increased, this technique was still inadequate, and failure of the
gage cement was also encountered. To solve these problems, a different gage
installation technique was used on Vessel 2.

The strain gages installed on Vessel 2 were Micro-Measurements'
Type EA-06-250AE-350, They were selected because of the better temperature
compensation with steel which they offer as well as somewhat better stability,
although they are limited to *5 percent strain. The surface preparation
for installation of the gages was similar to that used previously. The
gages were cemented to the vessel with EPY-500 epoxy cement (from BLH Corp.)
which requires an elevated-temperature curing cycle with pressure maintained
on the bonding surface during curing. The latter was accomplished by means
of silicone rubber pressure pads held under pressure with steel banding
straps around the vessel. The temperature was monitored at each gage with
a Chromel-Alumel thermocouple spot-welded to the vessel adjacent to each
gage location. The heat-curing cycle consisted of maintaining a temperature
5300 T and <350 F for one hour. lieating and temprrature control was done
manually with the aid of a large hand-held natural gas burner attached to
the end of a {lexible hose., The flame was applied to the inside of the vessel
to reduce the possibility of accidental overheating. The temperatures
of all gages were monitored continuously with the aid of a multipoint
strip-chart recorder, Due to the large thermal mass of the vessel,
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temperature changes at the gage locations were gradual, and no diffi-
culty was cncountered in maintaining the temperature within the required
limits on all gages for the prescribed time period. This heating system
required approximately 45 minutes to raise the temperature to 350 I,

1ne epoxy cement proved to be very reliable and no gage cement failures
have been observed on this vessel to date.

After Vessel 2 suffered a hole blown in the bottom and it was
repaired, all gages except Gage 2 were still in good conaition althcugh
the lead attachments had been broken. A new gage in the Number 3 location
was installed using the above procedure.

A new method for gage lead attachment was also employed on Vessel
2. The three-wire temperature compensating circuit was retained. Short
(2-in.) lengths of fine, 32-gauge varnished copper wirc were used to
connect the gages to the shielded cable wires, using the minimum pessible
amount of solder, to minimize the mass of the lcads attached to the gages.
Again, the cable was securely taped to the vessel with duct-tape immediately
adjacent to the gage to prevent accidental damage to the gage connections.
This seemingly fragile gage connection has proven to be very reliable
through the considerable number of shots fired in Vessel 2, although care
in handling is necessary to prevent damage from sources extrancous to the
internal blast loads on the vessel.

Strain-Gage Measurement

Two problems which required scolutions in developing a reliable
dynamic strain-gage measurement system were the provision of a timely
trigger for the recording oscilloscopes and provision of sufficient gain
and band-pass capability to record the low-amplitude gage signals free
from excessive electrical noise. The best solution found to date for the
oscilloscope trigger is provided by the functioning of a fast switch on
the electric detonator, connected to the oscillcscopes through a fast
capacitor discharge circuit. The switch is formed by the metallic detonator
sheath and a 0.007-in.-thick copper foil wrapped partially around the
detonator. One electrical lead is attached to the detonator sheath by
simply wrapping two turns of bared hook-up wire around the detonator sheath
near the lecad end. The other electrical lead is soldered to the copper foil
after forming it to the required radius but before installing on the
detonator. The switch assembly is completed by placing the foil around-
the detonator near the base charge end and securing it with 1/4-in.-wide
strips of masking tape. Electrical insulation and the small required
standoff is provided by two wraps of 1/4-in.-wide masking tape placed on
the detonator under the edges of the copper foil. The asscembly is completed
by an ohmmeter check that the switch leads are opan. As the detonator
base charge explodes, the expansion of the sheath momentarily makes elec-
trical contact between the sheath and copper foil.

The detonator switch is attached to the oscilloscopes through

the capacitor discharge circuit shown in Figure 9. This circuit produces
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a fast-rising pulse of >30 V peak with a duration of V1 usec, which is
adequate to trigger the oscilloscopes used for recording the dynamic
wave forms.

-45V
£ o
' L
0.0l uufd .
Detonator _ H ) Oscitloscope
switch ] triggers

100 ) _l_

Mh

FIGURE 9. CAPACITOR DISCHARGE CIRCUIT FOR OSCILLOSCOPE TRIGGERS

The use of this switch trigger circuit is desirable from at
least two standpoints, It allows replacement of the high-energy, fast
pulse discharge required to produce reliably fast detonator functioning
with a low~voltage battcery source wvhich does not cause annoying or dangeroqus
elcetrical transients to appear in the high sensitivity, strain-measuring
circuitry. It also produces a scope trigger at the time of detonator
functioning with a time jitter estimated at <4 psec based on high-speed
photography of detonator functioning. With a knowledge of the detonation
time of the explosive, this allows dircct measurement of the time to first
respense of the vessel from the strain-gage records.

In practice, the initiation and trigger system first employed was
a 100-j, 5-kV fast capacitor discharge pulser unit to fire the electric
detonator. In use, the pulser was fired by a time-delay generator 100 to
200 psec after the oscilloscopes were triggered to provide a section of
noise-free base~line on the oscilloscope records from which the dynamic
strain could bc measured. This trigger system was employed on all shots
in Vessels 1 and 3 and on shots 201 to 209 in Vessel 2.

All following shots used the foil-switch trigger. The foil
switch trigger was adopted when it appeared that arx occasional electrical
transient from the high-voltage pulser could affect the strain-gage signal
outputs for several milliseconds after pulser firimgs, although the transient
effects normally disappeared in a few tenths of a nillisecond, before the
first strain signal arrived at the gage.

Several different systems were used to anplify and condition the
strain-gage signal prior to recording it. The first used were Daytronic
Model 870 strain-gage amplifier modules, which appeared to lack the
necessary response in this application, and were mt used after Shot 108
in Vessel 1. A second system which gave better results was the Ellis Model
BAM-1 strain~gage amplifier and indicator. This is a small, battery-
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powered amplifier with response from dc to 20 kHz. One of these ampli-
fiers was used in connection with a Tektronix Model 555 oscilloscope to
record strain-gage data in Shots 101 through 109 with the Daytronic
modules on the other three chamiels, and two of them were used to record
data for all remaining shots in Vessel 1, all shots in Vessel 3 and for
3 Shots 201 through 219 in Vessel 2.

The Ellis amplifi-r also may be used as a static strain indi-
! cator, and on the gage channeis in which it was installed it previded the
E capability for monitoring accumulated plastic strain in the vessels,
although calibration of the bridge balance potentiometer directly in
cerms of strain is somewhat inconvenient.

4o N
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In an effort to reduce the high-frequency noise content of the ;
dynamic strain-gage outputs, a Daytronic Model 723 band-pass {ilter was 3
used on all of the shot channels recorded using the Ellis amplifiers 3
1 beginning with Shot 118 in Vessel 1, and all shots in Vessel 2, The Model ;
3 723 was used as a two-channel, low-pass filter. In general, the uppzr
cut-off frequency was set at V3 or more times the calculated fundamental
frequency of the vessel or part being studied, to avoid loss of meaning-
ful signal information. The noise level of this and other available
filters was too high to allow their use with the strain-gage signal
before amplification and thus could not be used on channels recorded directly
E by an oscilioscope. Since no significant improvement of record quality
3 with respect to reduction of scatter on repetitive shots, and an apparent
: extended recovery time following electrical transients was sometimes
apparent, the use of this filter was abandoned for later shots in this
E program.

AP P ke

The simplest dynamic strain-measurement system appears to be the
use of the dynamic strain gage in a full bridge circuit made up using three
precision 350-ohm resistors supplied by Micro-Measurements for bridge
completion resistors., The bridge is powered by either 12 or 24 Vdc
from automotive-type wet cell batteries, although large dry cells may be :
used with slightly reduced stability. The bridge output is monitored
directly by a Tektronix Model 502A oscilloscope arranged for differential
input of the signal from the bridge. This oscilloscope provides a dec to 1 MHz
band width, and sufficient vertical amplifier gain (vl mV/em is the maximum :
necessary) to eliminate the need for a separate preamplifier., This system ;
3 was first used on Shot 109 and on two gage channels for all remaining shots
3 in Vessel 1, all shots In Vessel 3, and for Shots 201 through 219 in
Vessel 2. It was used on all four gage channels for the remainder of the
shots in Vessel 2. Generally, this system showed less transient upset by
the pulser firing the detonator than the Ellis amplifier system, but more
high-frequency (>20 kHz) noise than the signals from the Ellis amplifier,
presumably because of its greater band-pass capability.
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Dynamic Strain-Gage Accuracy

Calibration of the dynamic strain~gage output was accomplished
using the standard shunt calibration techniques. The applicable equations
for calculation of rhe value of shunt resistor, R, required Lo produce
change in bridge balance equivalent to that produced by a change in strain,
Ae, was derived to be

R =R (1/fAc -1), (28)
c 8

where Rg = resistance of the strain gage

and f = the strain-gage factor relating the

fractional change in gage resistance
AR to the change in strain Ae
R

é%é//Ac (29)

=
il

Thus, oscilloscope calibration was accomplished simply by
temporarily coonecting a resistor decade box, dialed to the value of R,
calculated from Equation (28) to provide the desired strain calibration
step, Le, and adjustment of the oscilloscope vertical gain to produce the
desired deflection of the baseline. The strain step consistantly used that
which would provide a 3-cm deflection on the oscilloscope screen. This step
was conducted very carefully with iterative, alternate adjustment of the
oscilloscopc baseline position and vertical gain because of the interaction
which normally occurs between these controls. With use of a value of R
calculated to at least 4 significant figures and dialed into e precision
General Radio Decade Resistance Box, the gain repeatability was good to
n3 percent over the screenface. This calibration was performed immediately
before each shot. When a series of shots was being performed which required
no change in the strain calibration from shot to shot, it was found that
the gain of the amplifier and oscilloscopes was very stable from day to

day.

The repeatability of dynamic strain measurements from shot to
shot deserves some comment, Initially, when the first measurements were
being taken, this question was addrcssed experimentallv., A granular form
of 50/50 Pentolite was being fired in small repetitive charges contained in
plastic bags squeezed and taped into a compact shape. Variations in the
recorded maximum dynamic strains of more than 120 percent were observed on
0.73-1b Shots 110 through 115 and 118 through 121. After failing to find the
source of this large variability anywhere in the measuring system, the con-
tainer for the charges was changed to cardboard right circular cylinders
with carefully controlled dimensions, so that not only the charge weight
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but also the charge peometrical shape and density were controlled. The
next series of charges, Shots 122 through 125, showed a reproducibility
good to approximately 110 percent for the maximum strains, Most, if not
all, of this scatter is judged to be caused by noise superimposed on the
strain signal from various sources such as cable vibrations and acoustic
pickup by the oscilluscopes. It is further judged that over the bank

of data collected, which spans nearly a 3-year time period and several
different scts of measuring equipment, that *15 percent is a reasonable
error limit to assign individual datum points, although probably many

of the data are better than this, and occasiornal datum points probably
have more uncertainty :han this from not fully understood sources.

Fiducial-Mark Netverks and Measurement

In order to obtain informaticn about the residual plastic
deformation of the vessels and the strain distribution over the surface
of the vessels, a network of fixed points for measurement, (fiducial
marks) were placed on the surface of cach vessel. Numbers were assigned
to each mark and mecasurcments between pairs of adjacent marks were recorded
befure testing and periodically repeated during testing to follow the
progress of deformation (if any) or the vessels as a result of contained
detonations.

The marks were arranged insofar as possible, along three
orthogonal great circles on the surface of the sphere. One of these was
always parallel with and adjacent to the main girth weld, and on some
vessels there were two circles formed, one on either side of the weld. A
second great circle was placed in a vertical plane. The orientation of the
third orthogonal circle is specified by the first two.

Vessels 1 and 2 used identical networks; Vessel 3 included the
same network as 1 and 2 plus some additional marks. On all of these vessels
the fiducial marks consisted of a pair of fine scribed lines, one of which
located the edge of the steel measuring tape to a repeatable position while
the second at right angles served as an index line for measurcment. Measure-
ments were made by stretching a steel tape tightly along the surface of the
vessel, holding an even number of inches over one line anu reading the
inches and fractions on the other line. Checks showed this system to yield
reproducible readings to better than 21/32 of an inch over the somewhat
irvegular, hct-formed vessel surfaces, so long as the same steel tape was
used, Differences slightly larger than this were found between different
steel tapes, These measurements provided a reasonably accurate measure of
the average vessel surface strain between marks as the tape was forced to
follow the vessel surface. The marks on Vessels 1 and 2 were typically
n43 in. apart leading to an approximate measurement uncertainty of +0.07
percent. The marks on Vessel 3 were typically 29 in. apart leading to a
maximum uncertainty of *0.l percent. 1he system of marks used on Vessels
1 and 2 is shown in Figure 24 located in the "Results" section for con-
venience of refevence.
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A different type of fiducial mark was used on Vessels 3a through
bpa, as well as a layout that differcd in detail from the previous lot.
Fach mark on these vesscls was formed by a finely pointed prick punch.
Each mark was assigned an identifying number as before. Measurcments
were made, however, with the aid of a dial-gage-indicating vernier
caliper equipped with sharp points which weve inserted in a pair of
adjacent prick-punch marks for measurement. Thus, this meusurement was
actually a measurcment of the chord distance between adjacent marks and
would lead to some ambiguity in interpretation in terms of vessel metal
strain in the casc of radical shape changes or local changes in vessel
curvature. Spherical- shaped charges were fired in these vessels, how-
ever, and no such difficulties in interpretation occurred. This system
has the advantage of greatly increased speed of measurement at no loss
in accuracy. 1Individual measurements were typically near 10 in. They
were measured with a repeatability of +0.002 in., 2n most cases, although
because of certain irregularities in some punch marks the repeatability
could vary as much as *0.005 in. leading ro an uncertainty of 10.02 to
0.05 percent. TFigure 28 located in the "Results" section shows the
mark layout used for Vessels 3a through 6a, inclusive.

Explosive Charges

The relative effects of four different explosives--three
detonating explosives and black powder--on the response of the con-
tainment chambers was investigated during this program. These explo-
sives were arranged into several charge shapes for cvaluation of charge-
shane effects.,

The initial, and most extcnsively used explosive in this
program, was a loose, granular form of 50/50 Pentolite from DuPont or
Trojan, Considerable variation in the bulk density of this material
is possible by light crushing and vibratory packing. An intermediate
density from the standpoint of that which could be achieved by the
above methods was selected and efforts were made to reproduce this
density. As a result the Pentqlite bulk density was held in the
ranges from "Q.73 to 0.80 g/em™, except [or one charge each at 0.695
and 0.83 g/cm” which was outside this range. Examination of the data
showed no discernible effect of this variation in deasity.

Two dynamites were investigated: DuPont Special Gelatin,
60% Strength; and DuPont Gelex-1, 60% Strength. These were removed
from their stick wrappers and hand-packed into cardboard containers
to be free of apparent voids. The mgst frequently occurring as-fired
density of the gelatin was 1.65 g/cm™ with a range from 1.64 tq 1.69
g/cm”. The Gelex charge density as-fired was 1.25 £ 0.01 g/cm™. Both
of these dynamites form and pack easily which accounts for the good
uniformity of density achieved.

With the exception of some initial shots with Pentolite in
plastic bags, all of the above explosives were packed into 1/16-in.
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cardboard coatainers for firing. Two basic charge shapes were used -a
cylinder and a suitcase. The cylinder charges were right-circular cylinders
whose diameters were made nearly equal to their length. Whenever possible,
commercially manufactured cardboard tubes were utilized so that there was
some slight variation in length:diameter ratio. All cylinder charges werc
hung in the center of the vessels from eyebolts welded inside the vessels
for this purpose. The cylinder axis was vertical wlth respect to gravity.

The suitcase-shaped charges were sized for the jesired charge
weight and density with the edge lengths maintained in the ratio 1:2:3,
These relative dimeunsions approximate the relative dimensions of many
suitcases., They were hung in the center of the vessels with the long-
est dimension horizontal and tilted so that the largest flat face was
normal to the direction to the No. 2 gage in each case.

The fourth explosivg investigated was 3FA black powder, with
a bulk densivy near 1.09 g/cm™. The charges were placed in either glass
containers or pipe sections with steel end caps. The [irst black pow-
der shot (Shot 314) was initiated by a detonator and Detasheet booster.
The remainder were squib-initiated.

Hydrostatic Test Procedures

In order to verify the performance of the strain gages installed
on Vessel 2 and obtain a calibration of their response to internal
pressurn, the vessel was sealed and pressurized with liquid. Because
this vessel was not designed to be sealed to hold hydrostatic pressure,
and because the door-ring combination was found to be warped out of
flatness, this task proved tc be quite difficult. Three distinct
sealing problems had to be solved: The main 20-in.-diameter port,
the 2-in.-diameter support pin, and the two l-in. adjusting bolts
threaded completely through the vessel skin and reinforcing plates.

These were solved as follows:

The gaps between the ring and door in the overlap area were
filled with epoxy putty and glue following careful cleaning of the
door. A supplemental external bar and bolt cconnected to the center
evebol* con the door provided the necessary additional clamping pressure
to affect a seal.

The support pin was O-ring-sealed. using a small triangular
copper gasket te bridge the pap between the vessel and the pin and
prevent O-ring extrusion, The initial clamping pressure on the O-ring
required to effect the seal was provided by a specially fabricated
split collar whicl was clamped around the support pin inside the
vessel to compress the O-ring against ihe inner end of the pin support
sleeve.
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The adjusting bolts were scaled with epoxy glue in the
threads. In order to make this seal, 1t was necessary to insert
short threcaded plugs cut from bolts and screwed nearly to the bottom
of the threads. Thesc pnlugs formed cups of the threaded holes to
hold sufficient epoxy to fill the entire threaded gap between the
bolt and vessels when the bolts were inserted.

The vessel was connected to a high-pressurc pumn and a
Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton O to 10,000 psi SR-4 pressure transducer, through
0.083-in.~-bore, high-pressure tubing. The conditioned pressure signal
was recorded on a strip chart recorder. The vessel was initially filled
with water though one of the a.'justing bolt-holes after other seals
and conncctions were complete. The final bolt-~hole was then secaled
in, as described above, completing the closure. The four strain gages
on the vessel were connected to a Budd Model 350 strain indicator
through a Vishay Instruments Model SB-1 switch and balance unit, and
the strain readings initially zeroed with the switch ‘and balance unit.

Figure 10 shows the experimental results for the hydrostatic
test of Vessel 2. The pressure was initailly increased to 1500 psi
in order to insure that the seals were satisfactory. Decreasing-~
pressure data were obtained by shutting off the pump, opening the drain
valve until the desired pressure was achieved, and reading the chart
recorder and strain indicator within 1 to 2 minutes. Except for the
creep data discussed below, the readings equilibrated in less than a
minute and remained quite stcady. Increasing pressure data involved
shutting off the pump and completing the recadings in 1 to 2 minutes.
The initial increasing~pressure data closely approximated the initial
decreasing-pressure data, thus indicating that little plastic de-
formation occurred for pressures less than 1500 psi. Above 1500 psi
the first cycle data have a downward curvature, indicative of plastic
response. At 2725 psi, the reinforcing ring (see Figure 5) had a
strain of 1720 x 10~ and creep behavior became quita noticeable
in the strain-gage readings. A decision was made to recycle to lower
pressures because the nonlinear results obtained for all gages
suggested that the elastic limit of the vessel had been exceeded, and
it was desired to keep the plastic deformation of the vessel small.

After several minutes of creep observations, from an
initial pressure of 2725 psi, the second cycle of data was taken.
Two phenomena characteristic of plastic flow were immediately obvious.,
The second-cycle data did not follow the path of the first cycle but
traced a curve nearly parallel with the elastic portion of the first
cycle. As a consequence of this parallel behavior, the zero pressure
intercept with the strain axis increased significantly. This typlcal
plastic phenomenon 1s known as residual strain., It was also observed
that the decrcasing-pressure data had a slight upward curvature, while
the increasing-pressure data had a slight downward curvature. Crecep
behavior was noticeable once again when the pressure was increased to
2725 psi.,
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In order to demonstrate the progressive nature of beth the
work hardening and the accumulation of residual strain, a third cycle
of data was taken, The pressure was increased to 2885 psi, the pressurc
at which the strain in the ring (as shown in Figure 10) was equal to
2000 x 1076 or C.2 percent. Crecp data were recorded (as shown in
Figure 11) for 45 minutes and then decreasing-pressure readings were
taken to complete the experiment. The third~cycle data were parallel
with the scoond cycle data and another large increment of residual strain
was obscerved.  Revanse of requirements te perform additional tasks with
Vessel 2, it is judged that hydrostatic testing at higher pressures
would Introduce undesirvably large residual strains and the test was
terminated. Hysteircris lcops and creep following deformation into the
plastic region are normally found in studies such as this.

An clastic analysis has been performed on the hydrostatic
test data, and the results are summarized in Tal.le 4. Strain iutcrcepts
and pressurc-strain slopes were obtained frem Figure 10. The initial cycle
results arce unambiguous. The results quoted for the second cycle repre-
sent. the average of the decreasing- and increasing-pressure data. There
are no increasing-pressure data for the third cycle, however it was
assumed that a hysteresis loop similar to that of the second cycle would
have obtained. The near equality of the slepes in the second and third
cycle supports this assumption.

The last line of Table 4 gives a prediction from elastic
theory using standard material parametcrs. For Gages 1 through 3,
these predictions were based on the thin-walled-sphere equation for
strain:

a
e =_§ (-v)

[ E t
s

[0

’ (30)

vhere ¢ is the strain in the surface dimensions, P is the hydrostatic
pressureé, v is Poisson's ratio, E is Young's modulus, a_ is the radius
of the vessel, and ﬁs is the wall thickness. The pressure-strain slope
is given by:

) t
P _ 2E

=45 8
&s (1~-v) a

Slope = ' (31)

The predictions in Table 4 employed E = 30 x 106 psi, v = 0.28, a_= 27.5
in,, and the thickness data given in Table 2. Due to the scatter in the
reported thickness measurements, the values for t_ used in the pre-
dictions were 1.000 in. for Gages 1 and 2 and 0.935 in. for Gage 3.

It may be recalled that the design of the reinforcing ring was
bascd on an cqual static strain criterion for the ring and sphere, under
the assumption that the sphere thickness was 0.75 in., After the ring
for Vessel 2 was fabricated, ultrasonic wall-thickness measurements
showed that the average wall-thickness was in fact 1.00 in. Thus the
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TABLE 4. ELASTIC ANALYSIS OF THE HYDROSTATIC TEST ON VESSEL 2
Cycle Cage 1 Gage 2 Gage 3 Gage 4
Sumaary of Strain Intcrcepts(a),
units of microstrain
Initial -8 10 8 45
Second 190 323 431 598
Third 295 560 755 864
Summary of Pressure-Strain Slopes"
units of microstrain
6 6 6 " 6
Initial 3.05 x 10 3.40 x 10 2.89 x 10 2.42 % 10
Second 2.89 x 10 3.14 x 10° 2.75 x 10° 2.26 x 10°
Third 2.87 x 106 3.11 x 106 2,73 x 106 2,25 x 106
prediction ®’3.04 x 10° 3.04 x 10° 2.87 x 10 2.28 x 10°

(a)
b)
(c)

Accuracy of 10 microstrain.

Accuracy of 3 percent.

Accuracy of 5 percent,
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cross-scectional area of the reinforcing ring was 25 percent less than

it should have been to meet the equal-strain criterion, and the strain
in the ring, €, was expected to exceed the strain in the sphere, € ,

at points well removed from the port, by a factor of 1/0.75. The

predicted value for the slope of the ring data (Gage 4) shown in Table
4 is based on this factor.

Comparison of the measured and predicted slopes given in

Table 4 shows that good agreement was obtained and that the strain gages

which had been in service on the vessel for a consi'erable time were
still providing reliable data,

Chronological Test Summary

Tables 5 through 8 show all of the shots fired on this program.

Chronologically, the first 39 shots, all with dynamic strain-gage in-
strumenlation were fired in Vessel 1. At Shot 139, using 4.4 1b of
DuPont Special Gelatin, 60X Strength dynamite, the electrical leads
on Gage 3 were broken off, and testing of this vessel was temporarily
interrupted to repair the gage.

Table 7 shows the shote fired in Vessel 3. After Shot 316,
testing wus temporarily suspended due to the requirements of another
program for che test facility. When the strain gages were reconnecled,
it was found that Gages 3 and 4 on the vessel were inoperative. It
appears that they were damaged in movement of the vessel rather than
by explosive blast. Testing was continued cmploying Gages 1 and 2 only.
At Shot 323, using 5.5 1lb of DuPont Special Gelatin, 60% Strength
dynamite, Gage 2 popped completely off the vessel. Testing continued
through Shot 328 when testing of this vessel was terminated. This

vessel was subsequently shipped to Picatinny Arsenal for further
evaluation.

Testing was resumed on Vessel 1. The large charge sizes
employed in the last four shots were based on scaling from the results
of previous testing, and estimated to be just below the elastic limit
for Vessel 1. Folloving Shot 142, the weld along the upper right side
of the port sleeve was observed to be leaking pas intermittently over
a distance of ~1 ft, Shot 143 blew the entire closure slecve and door
from the vessel. Post-failure inspection showed that incomplete weld

penetration had been obtained on the vessel-sleeve weld, causing the
premature failure.

After a several-month delay, a program extension was sccured
and Vessel 2 was modified to include a better designed reinforcing ring

and a 4-in.-thick door, swung on a single vertical pin. Stresscoat® was

%
’StresscoaL is a product of Magnaflux Corp.
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TABLE 5. CHARGES FIRED IN VESSEL l(a)

H.E. and
Shot How H.E. Weight Charge
Nos. Many 1b Type Description

H.E. Types

101-102 2 0.4 PL P = 50/50 Pentolite, loose granular
103-109 7 0.8 PL C-4 = Composition C-4
110-115 6 0.73 PL Gn = DuPont Special Gelatin, 60%
116 1l 1.10 PL Strength dynanite
117 1 0.98 C-4 B Gx = DuPont Gelex-1l, 60% Strength
118-121 4 0.73 PL dynamite :
122-126 5 0.73 PC E
127-128 2 0.73 Gn C Charge Types
129-130 2 0.73 Gx C
131-132 2 1,10 PC L = Charge in thin plastic bag taped
133 1 1.677 PC to compact shape
134 1 2.5 PC B = Termed into an approvinate sphuere
135 1 3.20 PC C = Packed inteo a 1/1l6-in,.-thick
136 1 3.86 PC cardboard cylinder with lengths=
137 1 4.40 PC diameter
138 1 4,40 Gr: C § = Suitcasc-shaped charpe in 1/16 in.~
139 1 4.40 Gn C thick cardbcard; relative
140 1 6.50 PB dimensions were 1:2:3
141 1 16.0 Gn B
1az(b) 1 16.0 Gn S
143 1 16.0 Gn §

(a) Vessel )} was 4.5 ft in diameter with a 1-1/2-in,~thick door ant an
average wall thickness of 1 in.

(b) Shot 143 blew out the reinforcing sleeve and door of the 'vessel. :
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TADLE G. CHARGFS FIRED Iy vessiy 2(®)

Explosive (b)
Shot No. Weight, 1b Charge Type
201§§§ 0.30 Pe
20225 0.40 PC
203 0.55 PC
204 ¢ 1.60 PC
205 (¢ 2.0 PC
206 2.5 PC
207 1.0 PC
208 1.0 PC
209 2.5 PS
210 3.2 PS
211 44 Ps
212 6.0 PS
213 8.0 Cn S
214 10.0 Cn §
215 4.4 PC
216 6.0 PC
217 8.0 PC
218(d 10.0 PC
219 1.95 PC
220 1.35 Gn ¢
221 1.95 PS
222 1.95 PS
223 10.0 PS
224 s 8.0 PSs
225(:) 1.95 PC
226 8.05 PC
Hydrostatic Test
227 2.0 PC
228 2.0 PC
229 1.94 PC
230 2.0 PC
231 4.4 FC
232 ¢ 8.0 PC
233 2.0 PC
234%‘% 8.0 PC
235<°) 10.0 PC
2368 8.0 PC

i sl
TR

(a) Vessel 2 was 4.5 ft in diamcter, with a 4~in. thick door and

an average wall thickness of 1 in.

(b) See Table 5 for an explanation of the charge types.

{c) Shots 201 through 206 were for check-out of vessel with stress-coat
and were nonfnstrumented.

(d) Shot 218 blew a hole in the battom of the vessel

(e) Vessel filled with vermiculite.
(f) Vessel half-filled with vermiculite.
(g) Vessel filled with glass bottles,
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TABLE 7. CHARGES FIRED IN VESSEL 3(a)

H.E. and
Shot Explosive Charge
No. Weight, 1L Type Description
301 0.895 PC H. E. Types
302 0.895 PC
303 1.08 PC P = 50/50 Pen:tolite, loose
304 1,23 PC granular
305 1,38 PC Gn = DuPont 60% Special
306 1.535 PC Gelatin, 60% Strength
307 1.38 PSS dynamite
308 1.38 Gn C Gx = DuPont Gelex-1, 60%
309 1.38 Gx C Strength dynamite
310 1.535 Gn C B = 3FA black powder
311 1.535 Gx C
312 1,535 Gx C Charge Type
313 1.535 Cx C
314 1.0 BJ C = packed in a 1/16-in.-thick
315 0.95 B P cardboard cylinder with
316 2.4 BJ length = diameter
317 3.7 B P
318 1.535 Gn 8 § = suitecase-shaped charge in
319 2.00 Gn § 1/16-in.~thick cardboard;
320 2.50 Gn S relative dimensions were
321 3.50 Gn § 1:2:3
322 4.50 Cn S J = packed in a glass jar
323 5.50 6n S P = packed in a pipe bomb
324 6.50 Gn S
325 8.00 Gn §
326 10.00 6n S
327 8.00 6n S
328 12.00 Gn S

s

(a) Vessel 3 was 3.0-ft. in diamecter, with an ~0.725-in. wall thickness;
the flat door was 1.0 in., thick.
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TABLE 8. CHARGES FIRED IN VESSELS 3a THROUGH 6a

Shot Expl?gjve Vessel
No. Weight """, 1b No.
401 5.0 3a
402 7.0 5a
403 6.0 4a
404 5.0 3a
405 6.5 5a
406 6.0 4a
(a) Vessels 3a through 6a had a 2-fi diameter, with a 2.25~in.~thick

(b)

door and an average wall thickness of 0.495 in.

All charges were Composition C-4, packed into spherical molds to a
density of 41.55 g/cm3,
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applied to the vessel, and a series of six small shots wag fired to
determine the location of any arecas of high stress. The results of
the testing showed no definite arcas of stress concentration. Con-
sequently, the four strain gages were installed using two of the

same relative locations used previously. These were Gages 2 and 3.
Gage 1 was moved to a location approximately three wall thicknesses
from the reinforcing plates around the hinge pin. This is approximately
18 inches closer to the wel. than the Gage 1 in Vessel 1, The Gage 4
was installed on the reinforcing ring rather than on the vessel
proper. Shots 207 through 218 were fired with strain-gage instru-
mentation. Shot 214 broke the weld holding the T-pin door support
together. The door was opened using a chain through the external
eycbolt, and a front loader to lift the door in place, secured by an
external J-bolt through the door eyebolt and an external cross-bar
across the port, for Shot 215 through 218. Using this system,

control of the door was imperfect, and the support cord for the 10-1b
Pentolite Shot 218, was apparently severed during door closure,
allowing the charge to fall to the bottom of the vessel before firing.
Shot 218 ripped a hole in the vessel but released no fragments. This
damage is documented in Figure 12.

The hole in Vessel 2 was repaired by welding in a 28-in.-
diameter spherical cap cut from an undamaged portion of Vessel 1. This
diameter opening allowed removal of the door and repair of the door
support T-pin, as well as removal of the deformed metal surrounding
the hole. It was necessary to replace only Gage 3 of the four strain
gages on the vessel., Testing continued through Shot 226 with dynamic
instrumentation,

Again, after a several-month delay testing was resumed, this
time to dctermine the calibration of the strain gages with hydrostatic
pressurization in Vessel 2, The strain-gage results were found to agree
with their calculated response to within V5 percent,

Finally, Shots 227 through 236 were fired in Vessel 2. The
four 2.0-ft-diameter vessels were fabricated and tested to determine the
maximum charge containment capability of spherical vessels of this type.
These were tested in a final series of six shots, as shown in Table 8.
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FIGURE 12, DAMAGE PROLUCED BY 10-LB OF PENTOLITE 1IN
CONTACT WITH THE BOTTOM OF VESSEL 2

Vessel is viewed from the bottom in this
photograph. The white bar on the vessel
is 1 ft in length.
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EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A considerable volume of dynamic and post-shot measurement data

was obtained. In this section the results have been separated into six
parts for convenience, These are:

(1) The dynamic response of the vessel and door as observed
by the strain gages and the variation of this response
with masimum stress level attained.

(2) The initial maximum dynamic stresses and comparison with
theory.

(3) Comparison of the strengths of the various explosives
tested based on the measured vessel response,

(4) The effect of charge shape on vessel response.

(5) The evidence for plastic vessel vesponse and comparison
with theory.

(6) The effect of blast-attenuating filler materials

Dynamic Response of the Vessels

Typical strain-gage response records for small charges are
shown in Figure 13 for a relatively small shot of 1.1 1lb of Pentolite in
the 4.5-ft Vessel 1. The different appearance of the upper and lower
oscillographs resulted from the use of a low-pass filter on the gage
outputs for the lower oscillographs to reduce the high~frequency noise
component apparent on the upper trace. The filter sut-off f{requenciles
were set at 1 kliz for Gage 5 and 6 kHz for Gage 3, both well above the
natural frequencies of 318 Hz for the door (Gage 5) and 1971 Hz for the
vessel, so that no meaningful data were removed by the filter, Firing
of the charge detonator occurred at approximately 0.4 ms after the be-
girning of the oscillograph sweep. ‘'This is shown as a small spike on
the upper photc and produces an initial negative tramsient on the lower
photo due to an interaction with the low=-pass filter. Instrument checks
showed that this transient normally disappears in less than 0.4 ms, and
thus the initial tensile peak should have been recorded free of spurious

influences, However, the appearance of some traces makes this conclusion

suspect. In later measurements all of the data were recorded without
filtering, as in the upper photo.

The response of the door in oscillation was primarily tensile,
as would be expected for a flat plate internally loaded. The static
pressure inside the vessel would be expected to have a greater effect
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FIGURE 13. STRAIN-GAGE RECORDS FROM SHOT 131

The horizontal scale is 1 ms per major
division. The vertical scales are 300
microstrain per major division for
Gages 2 and 4, 600 for Gage 3, and 500
for Cage 5. The tensile strain direc-
tion is up.




on the door than on the vessel proper. The observed fundamental frequency
of the door is in good agrecment with a calculated natural freqiency of
318 Hz for a circular disc simply supported at its edges. Note that the
second maximum is larger than the first,

The response of the vessel after the first cycle is complicated.
Note that large maxima occur at different times for the different gage
locations and that these maxima are much larger tham the “nitial maximum
response. This is typical of all the low-amplitude gage records from all
three vessels of the two sizes investigated. The later time maxima are
often associated with several oscillations at approximately one-half the
fundamental breathing-mode fre-uency. This lower frosuency is associated
with a bending-mode oscillation of the vessel. The Lunding-mode oscillation
is excited apparently by the inertial restraint offered by the additional
mass associated with the vessel closure port. The highest later-time
maximum observed was always on Gage 3, located directly opposite the door.
Further support for this later time strain maximum being the result of a
bending-mode oscillation is provided by the following data. Maximum
strains on Gage 3 of 8400 microstrain have been obserred, with little, if any,
residual plastic strain remaining in the vessel, as seasured by changes
in chke external dimensions. If this strain were elastic, the stresses
would have reached 330,000 psi, assuming spherical lo:ding. The dynamic
yield stress is probably 100,000 psi or less for the messel material. If
the s'rain were tensile throughout the wall thickness, residual plastic
strain would be a necessity. However, if the surface strain were produced
by an oscillatory bending stress, then only the outer (and inner) fibers
of the material would suftzr plastic strain, and the gradual decay of the
oscillation could be expected to leave little residual strain. Small
residual static strains, as noted on the static strain-gage indicators,
were observed following shots in which the calculated =2lastic stresses
exceeded 100,000 psi. These residuals were sometimes tensile and sometimes
compressive in nature, which also agrees with a bendimg-mode oscillaticn.

To date, only a few strain-gage records have been obtained for
the response of a vessel loaded into the plastic regitn. As the blast load
increases, the overall maximum tensile strain respcnse of the vessel
shifus toward the first maximum of the response., This effect is shown n
Figure 14 for Shot 142, 16 1b of DuPont Special Gelatin in the 4.5-ft-
diameter Vessel 1. These records give evidence for residual deformation
of the vessel, some of which remains unexplained at present. The shift
in maximum response toward the first maximum is explained as follows:
if the shock wave load becomes great enough to produce plastic deformation
of the vessel in a breathing mode, two things happen. First the strain
increases mere rapidly than the stress due to exceeding the elastic limit,
ailowing the first-cycle strain to increase rapidly. Second the occurrence
of overall plastic strain produces a very large and eifoctive damping

mechanism that rapidly attenuates further vibrations, until their amplitude
drops below the elastic limit.
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FIGURE 14. STRAIN-GAGE RECORDS FROM SHOT 142

The horizontal scale is 1 ms per major
division. The vertical scales are 1600
microstrain per major division for

Gage 1, 2000 for Gages 2 and 4, and 2400
for Gage 3. The tensile strain direc~
tion is up.

e

AT e N K T




Maximum Dynamic Stresses

The initial maximum iensile strain recached in the dynamic
responses of the spherical vessels is rhe significant quantity for
comparison with the theory of the response of spherical vessels., At
this time, no theory is capable of treating the late time maxima ob-
served after several cycles of oscillation.

The most direct comparison with theory available from the present

data is shown in Figure 15. This graph shows all the first-cycle muximum
response data for compact Pentolite charges detonated in the 4.5-ft
vessels, compared with calculated elastic-plastic responses for assumod
50,000 and 100,000-psi yield strengths in a 4.5-ft~diarmetrer vessel with
a 1,00-in.-thick wall. On this [igure, both strcss and strain are shown
as ordinates., For elastic responses, either ordinate may be read.
However, for the dashed portions of the predicted curves, above the
assumed yield strength of the material, only the strain ordinate is
applicable. The experimental data points, measured from cscilluscope
records of strain-gage output, were plotted directly as strain data.
Thesc may be interpreted as stresses, with caution, since some of the
upper points include some plastic strain components. The lower dGashed
line is a least-squares {it to all of the Pentolite data points except
the highest points for 10 1b of explousive uvhich showed deviati-n from
linear behavior, and cvidence for plastic strain which will be discussed
later., The slope of the line fitted to the data appears to be in good
agreement with the predicted slope. A statistical test of the difference
between the predicted slope of 0.7638 and the fitted }inc slope of 0.806
showed no significant difference at the 90 percent coanfidence level.

The difference in the predicted magnitude of stresses and
the observed magnitudes averages about 24 percent, as shown in Figure
15. This difference is probably due to the lower blast-wave parameters
to be expected {rom the low bulk-density Pentolite used in this
program, compared with the full-density Pentolite used to generate the
shock-wave data used in the analysis.

Figure 16 shows data for the 3.0-ft-diameter vessel similar to
that sbown in Figure 15. In this case the agreement in slope between
the theoretical and measured response curves is more approximate, but
there is little significance to the disagreement, because the data were
obtained over a narrow range. In this case the experimental poiuts
lie about 20 percent below the theoretical curve. Within the accuracy
of the data, the agrecment between Figure 15 and 16 for the two vessel
sizes is excellent and may be regarded as good confirmation of the
scaling law used in the analytical prediction.

Figure 17 shows the fir t-cycle maximum resprnse data for
suitcase-shaped Pentolite charges and for DuPont Special Gelatin, 60%
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FIGURE 15. EYPERIMFNTAL AND THEORETICAL FIRST-CYCLE
RESPONSE OF THE 4.5-FT-DIAMETER SPHERICAL
VESSELS TO COMPACT PENTOLITE CHARGES

Average vessel wall thickness was 1.0 in.
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Average vessel wall thickness was 0.725 in.
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Average vessel wall thickness was 1.0 in.
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strength dynamite in both c¢cylindrical and suitcase-shaped charges
detonated in the 4,5-ft-diameter Vessels 1 and 2, ‘The calculated
curves for Pentolite are also shown {or comparison, Note that the
normal to the major flat face of the suitcase-shaped charges was .
directed toward Gage 2 except in one 16-1b gelatin dynamite shot in
which the majur flat {ace was inadvertently directed 37.6 deg

toward the door from vertical instcad of toward the rear. The data
points from this shot are shown filled. The slower shock -wave
attenuation off the major flat face of the charge normally gives rise
to a larger vessel responsc in line with this shock than at other lo-
cations, as may be observed in the figure. The difference between
Gage 2 response and that of otacr gages increases with charge size,

as would be expcected since the size of the flat charge face is
increasing vhile the propagation distance to the vessel wall is de-
creasing, This effect is most pronounced when the two 16-1b dynamite
suitcases with diff{erent orientations arc compared., The response of
the No. 2 gage facing the major flat face of the charge is more than
3 times greater than when the same gage is inclined 75.2-deg from
this face. 1In both of these two shots, Gage 3 was 52.4 deg away from
the direction to a major flat face and shows nearly the same response.

Figure 18 shows first-cycle maximum response data for Pentolite
cylinders and suitcases of equal weight and the available gelatin
dynamite data for the 3.0-ft-diameter Vessel 3. In both Figureg 17 and
18 the dynamite data fall well below the Pentolite prediction at small
charges but approach it at higher charges. The points with a v showed
evidence [or plastic deformation. 1n many cases, the instrumentation
was not jdezlly chosen to measure residual plastic strains with precision.
Hence, there may have been small plastic strains in other shots as well
which went undetected.

As described earlier, the first-cycle maximum strain is the
strain calculated in the analysis. This is not, however, the maximum
strain recorxded, in general, by the strein gages. The maximum strains
recorded by the strain gages occur at various times after the first-cycle
maximum. The maxima occur at times after letonation ranging from V0,4
to 8.9 ms for both 4.5~ft-diameter vessels and from V0.3 to 4.8 ms in
the 3.0~ft~diameter vessel., The time of occurrence of the maximum strain
generally, but not without mauny exceptions, moves toward shorter times as
the charge size increasces. The time for maximum st:ain occurrences
appears to be uncorrelated from gage to gage on the same vessel. However,
the time of occurrence of the maximum {or each gage is quite reproducible
with minor exceptions. This behavior secms consistent with the excitation
of a multimode vibration in each vessel which is characteristic of that
vessel (size and weight distribution), but not currently kncwn in detail.
as the excitation dccays, the maxima are created at each gage when two
or morc vibration medes have in-phase maxima at the strain-gage location.

Figures 19 through 21 show the maximm strains recorded for
Pentolite and Special Gelatin, 607 strength dynamite in both cylindrical-
and suiccase-shaped charges.




64 :
20
_ 111t | I DN O T B I
— o Gage 2 )
- & Gage 2 /I
o Goqe"l Yield Strength £ _l1¢o
: O Cylinder 50,000 psi, ! ;}\0
O Suitcase 100,000 psi~? —
_ (O Pentolite : g
& |00 60%Gelatin dynamite 11 H
s o 14— v Evidence of plastic deformation v 2
: e g 8 ¢ : |
= g ‘é ;
« (T) }ﬁ
; § . 030
“‘ oo7” .g 107} — .E
s g :
7 — - 020 =
E. QO — §
g 5 L @0 ':i &
g
T ¢° ? :
£ [
1 L '@@___ & 010 i
4 §@ 0.07
- ©
3 — 0.05 ]
, _ |
‘ —0.03
10? B I l Lt & 111
04 05 .0 20 50 100
Explosive Weight, Ib
FIGURE 18. EFFECT OF CHARGE SHAPE AND COMPOSITION E
o ON FIRST~CYCLE RESPONSE OF A 3.0-FT- ;
DIAMETER SPHERICAL VESSEL 3
Average vessel wall thickness was 0.725 in. ‘ ‘




Maximum Stress, psi

65
1.0
I O B I l i R RER ' ]
= x Goge 1 ] ;
o Gage 2 a I
| & Gage 3 ) .
& Goge 4 —pso :
Open symbols = Vessel 1 - ‘
Solid symbois = Vessel 2 a8 v
. A —030 ¢ :
|O L A R 'Y A g :
— o 3
— 4 § x / —ozo €
- ° g 7 & :
¢ e pad
- a b ° 8 Fo) / g :
g Bo
n k
- A o / —o.10
(o] A / "
x
s x 7% x . K
B, ©°F —o.07 :
) . _ |
- o /}9’ -10.05
/ " &Fit to first-cycle maximum data _|
/ (see Figure15)
l ,/’ . ] —0.03
|04 N O I P I l N T A I | |
04 05 .0 2 5 10 15 20

Explosive Weight, Ib

FIGURE 19. MAXIMUM STRAINS IN TIE 4.5-FT-DIAMETER VESSELS

¥OR PENTOLITE CYLINDRICAL CHARGES

These maximum strains did not necessarily occur

on the first cycle. Average vessel
ness was 1,0 in, ‘

wall thick- é




Maximum Stress, psi

66

T N R N R B O O —P°°
———
[~ Pentolite  60% Gelatin dynamite oo
| (Suitcase)  (Suitcase) (Cylinder) )
| -X- X + Gage 1
-0 o © Gage 2
— o a v Gage 3
- o o 0 Gage 4 —d|.00
Open symbols = Vessel 1 v
— i;)hd symbols = Vessel 2 o —lo7
Evidence of plastic .- -
deformation ov A0
u A\/.— 0.5 .&
v - ~
£
o
] w ° —o3 &
10" }— * a vT &
- 2/ / 5
- —10.
- Farrr A
_ > . X /1 =
/7 ©
e &
- ’/’/
e ailiian Q ’ / ——0.!
B v u —{oo7
/ A
v 2 -
/ it fo first-cycle .
/ maximum 60 % _
/7 Gelatin data
. 8 ' // (see anure' (7) ooz
ofl_ 1 1 [ ] | | | I A O |
04 05 10 20 50 100 20
Explosive Weight, Ib
FIGURE 20. MAXIMUM STRAINS IN THE 4,5-FT~DIAMETER

VESSELS FOR VARIOUS CHARGES
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Pigure 19 shows the maximum strains recorded by Lhe various
gages on the two 4.5-ft-djameter vessels tested, for Pentolite cylindrical
charges, Figure 20 shows the same informarion for Pentolite ruitcasges .
and Special Gelatin dynamite cylinders and suitcases. On thesce figures
the data from cach of the two vessels have been identified because the
respouse of Gage 3 is markedly differernt for the two vessels presumably
because of their differing port designs and because Gages 1 and 4 were
located at different points on the vessel surface. The d ta shown in
Figures 19 and 20 were taken from the same set of shots used in plotting
the {irst-cycle response shown in Figures 15 and J7, respectively. Also
shown in Figures 19 and 20, for reference, are the lines fitted to the

4

data shown in Figures 15 and 17, respcctively.

The ratio of the overall maximum strain to the first-cycle
maximum may be regarded as a magnification ratio. Examination of Figures
19 and 20 shows that the magnification ratio varies from about 1 to >4
for the various gage locations. It is significant that Gage 3, located
directly opposite the port in each vessel, not only shows the largest
magnification ratio for cylindrical charges but the largest change
between vessels.®* For Gage 3 the ratio is 24 on Vessel 1 and 2.5
on Vessel 2. There are two possible explanations for this difference
in behavior. One is the nbvious difference in the eccentric mass of
the port and reinforcing ring in the two vessels. The other is the
difference in charge orientation. 1In both vessels the cylindrical
charges were hung with the cylinder axis vertical, ‘hich leads to the
direction to Gage 3 being normal to the cylinder axis in one vessel and
at 45 deg from the cylinder axis in the other.

In Figures 19 and 21, the peak strains as measured by the gages
are plotted directly against the strain ordinate om the right of the
figures. The stress scale shown on the left is for reference and is
based on elastic strains iu a spherical vessel. It is interesting to
note that the maximum strains recorded exceed that required to produce
100,000-psi stress at between 3 and 4 1lb of Pentolite in cylinders on
Vessel 1, and near 1 1lb on Vessel 3. The first smali (60 to 100 ueg),
residual plastic-strain increments were also found at these charge
levels based on static strain-gage readings. Measurements of the
fiducial marks, however, showed no measurable residual strain (£0.07
pe “cent, or *700 ue) until after Shot 143, when two of ten fiducial lengths j
showed measurable strains under 0.2 percent. This information leads to %
the tentative conclusion that these maximum dynamic strains are exceeding
the elastic limit of the material above the 3 to 4-1b charge levels in
Vessel 1 and the 1-1b level in Vessel 3 but are not leading to plastic 3
deformation detectable by static measurements because of their rapidiy =
reversing and localized nature. It is believed that these strains are

*In Figure 20, for seveval sizes of suitcase charges, Gage 2 shows the .
largest maximum strains. Comparison of these points with the data
for the first-cycle maxima shows that the Gage 2 magnification ranges
from 1.64 at 1.95 Pentolite to 1.00 at 8 1b Pentolite, always less
than for cylindrical churges.
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real and can lead to Jow-cycle fatipue-type fallures after a number of
repcated shots at charge levels above about 3 Ib of low-dersity Pentolite
in the 4.5-fr-diameter vessel and 1 1b in the 2,0-ft vessel. Thus, caution
should be exercised in the design of containment vessels intended for
long-time use. 1n this context, "long-time use" cannot as yet be defined
with precision, because no blast-containment-chanber fatigue~life data

are known to exist.

Comparison of Explosive Strengths

Four different explosive compositions were fired in vessels
in this program. iIn this section the data obtained tv velate the effect
of charge composition on the response of the vessels are presented.

Table 9 shows the strength of the two dynamites compared to
the low-density Pentolite fired in this program. Explosive charges
having the same weight and shape, fired in the same vessel are compared
on the basis of maximum first-cycle responses, For each charge weight,
and vessel size a scaled distance was calculated to allow comparison
between vessel sizes.

Figure 22 shows the Special Gelatin/Pentolite comparison as a
function of scaled distance. The Gelex~1 data are quite similar, as
shown in Table 9. It is noted that the ratio of maximum first-cycle
stresses appears to be a function of scaled distance, not simply charge
size. The reason for this behavior is not currently understood but may
be related to the nonideal detonation characteristics of the dynamite.

A total of four shots were fired using 3FA black powder in

3-ft Vessel 3. The shots are described in Table 10. No meaningful dynamic

strains were recorded by the strain gages, possibly because the oscillo-
scope recording period was only 10 ms long and triggered by the pulser
firing the initiator. The shots produced no measurable strain in the

vessel, and sounded very quiet in comparison to other shots. The containers

were fragmented in a fashion typical of black-powder explosions, and pro-
duced no dents or craters in the inside walls of the vessel. It is
expected that relatively large charges of black powder of this type

would be required to cause damage to vessels of the type developed in
this program.

Effect of Charge Shape

Table 11 shows the results of comparing several pairs of charges
of the same weight and composition of which one membex of the pair was
a suitcase-shaped charge and the other was a cylindrical-shaped charge.
Fer each explesive weight a scaled distance was calculated for Lhe purpose
of comparing all results on a common coordinate system.
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FIGURE 22. EFFECT OF CHARGE COMPOSITION ON
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TABLE 10. DESCRIPTION OF BLACK POWDER SHOTS FIRED IN 3.0-FT VESSEL

Shot Black Powder

No. Weight, 1b Container i=iiiation g
314 1.0 1-pint glass jar Detonato .ith Detasheet(d) :

booster 4
35 0.95 1-5/8-in.-ID by 11-3/4 in.-  Squib

long pipe section with
steel end caps screwed

Gt .ur..‘a, i e

on
316 2.4 1-1iter round chemical Squib

flask . i
7 3.7 4-1/2~in. 1D by 6-in.-long  Squib

pipe section with 1/4-in.-
thick steel plates welded
on ends

(a) 5/8-in. diameter by 1/8-in, thick.
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Figure 23 shows the ratios from Table 11 plotted against
scaled distance. The data show a great decal of scatter which is
difficult to account for, but nevertheless a trend seems to be present
toward the suitcase-shaped charge becoming relatively more effective
as the scaled distance decreases (or charge size increases for a given
vessel)., This effect is easily understecod for the Gage 2 position,
opposite the largest flat face of the vessel but not so easily under-
stood on the average.

The plastic-deformation results to be descrived later help to
support and explain the large average dynamic gage r2sponse for suitcase-
shaped charges oriented as in this program. Not only are localized
plastic strains produced opposite the major flat faces of the charge,
but the gneral deformation of the vessel in the plane normal to the
longest charge axis face exceeds the deformation in the other two
orthogonal planes of the vessel. The strain gages were located in the
plane of largest deformation and, hence, their average response tends
tovard measurement of the average deformation in the plane of largest
deformation nct toward the average deformation of the entire vessel.

As undeirstood in this way, the large relative effectiveness of
suitcase-shaped charces to cylindiical (or spherical) charges, as
shown in Figure 23, is probably valid data from the standpoint of
containment-chamber design since the local maximum chamber distortion
will control the ultimate chamber failure in the absence of manufac-
turing flaws.,

Plastic Deformation

Plastic deformation of the vessels is indicated in three ways
experimentally. The most reliable is the occurrence of plastic strain-
ing of the vessel as indicated by an increase of the measured dimensions
between fiducial marks placed on the outer surface of the vessel. Other
indications are a zero shift indicated by the static strain indicator
used on some gages and shifts in the base line of oscillation observed
on the oscillographs. The latter two effects have generally been small
in magnitude but are consistent with the overall intrepretation.

In order to obtain evidence of plastic flow, charges of Special
Gelatln, 607% Strength dynamite in suitcase geometry weighing 2, 2.3, 3.5,
and 4.5 1b wvere fired in the 3~{t-diameter vessel. It was expected that
4.5 1b would produce significant plastic deformation of the vessal because
the extrapolated first-cycle maximum stresses would exceced the ultimate
static strength of the vessel. However, no plastic deformation, other
than continued bulging of the door was noted. Consequently, similar
charges weighing 5.5, 6.5, 8, and 10 1b were fired. Following the 10-1b
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shot, a second 8-1b charge was fired to determine if work-hardening
effects were present. Finally, a 12-1b charge was fired in the vessel,
after which the maximum plastic strain had increased to 2.74 percent,
and testing on this vessel was terminated. Plastic deformation of
Vessel 3, between a set of fiducial marks placed on the vessel, did not
begin until the charge weighing 6.5 1b was fired.

Figure 24 shows schematically the locations of ‘he fiducizl
marks scribed on the surface of each vessel to follow its plastic de-
formation., The circled numbers in this figurec zre the numb-:vs assigned
to each fiducial mark. Measurements were taken between adjacent marks,
as shown in each of the three views.

i R L At b ol s

Figure 25 shows the total plasztic strain recorded between g
several representative pairs of fiducial marks on the 3.0-{t vessel.
the small residual strains shown for the smaller charge weights are
probably the result of using a diffcerent steel tape to record the original
dimensions of the vessel, than that used for the measurements shown on
this figure. The accuracy of these measurements is expected to be about
*1/64 in. over the usual V29-5/8-in, measuring distance or about +0.053
percent as shown on the figure., ©Note that the strain between marks 6
and 7 is decreasing for the higher explosive loadings. As shown in
Figure 24, this strain is located transversc to the direction of the
waximum strain records between Marks 2 and 3.

Figure 26 further shows the anisotropic nature of the final
strain produced in this chamber. Also shown in Figure 26 in the side-
view sketch is the orientation of the suitcase charges. The charge
dimensions were scaled in the proportion 1X, 2X, 3X. They were oriented
so that the 1X and 2X dimensions are shown ip the side view sketch of
Figure 26, with the 3X dimension extending out of the paper in this view.
The charges were oriented in this fashion so that the normal to the
largest flat face of the charges pointed directly 2+ ‘Gage 2 as shown
in Figure 7. ©Note that the largest residual strains all l7e in the
plane of the paper for the right side view of the ball as shown in

Figure 26.

Figure 27 shows two views of the 3.0-ft vessel, taken at the
conclusi.: of testing of this vessel. The side vies (Figure 27a) illus-
trates the method of support of the vessel during testing and the upper
bulge. Distortion is most pronounced at about 10:3) hr as a reasonably
localized bulge. This is adjacent to the largest flat face of the suit-
case shaped charges fired in this vessel. Note alse the distortion of
the reinforcement sleeve where it attaches to the wssel visible along
the top of the sleeve. The reinforcement sleeve was, of course, origi-
nally a straight section of round tubing.
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FIGURE 26. SCHEMATIC LOCATIONS OF THE TOTAL RESINUAL STRAIN
RECORDED FOR THE 3-FT VESSEL AFTER FTRING 120 LB
OF SPECTAL GELATIN, 60% STRENGTH DYNAXLTE




b. View of Vessel Looking Into Port

FIGURE 27. 3.0-FT VESSEL AT CONCLUSION OF TESTING

Note localized bulge at 10:30 hr (Photograph a),
and the rounded curvature of the door which was
originally flat (Photograph b).
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Figure 27b shows a view of the vesscl looking into the port.
Note the smoothly rounded curvature of the partially open door, which
was originally fla.. When this photo was takes, the door was supported
by only the upper hinge strap. The lower hinge strap broke during the
5.5-1b Shot No. 323. This view further illustiates the reinforcing
sleeve distortion, The vertical diameter of the port has become V] in.
greater than the horizontal diameter. In addition to the stretch of the
reinforcing sleeve aloug the circle of attachment to the vessel, the
portion of the slerve extenuing into the vessel has actually been reduced
in digmeter by the exterral blast loading on this part of the sleevc,

The localized bulges on the chamber correspording to the normals
from the luargest lat faces of the charge show that the primary source
of plastic strain in the vessel results {rom the reflection of, and
resultant momentum transfer from, the primary shock wave generated by
the expanding cloud of detonation products which are known(9) to possess
such anisctropic properties, rather than the accumulated internal gas
pressure, or multiple shock reflections within the vessel. 7This resule,
together with the available analysis, suggests that there exists a range
of charge sizes which will produce significant plastic deformation of
‘g , a contalnment vessel whether it is completely enclosed or has a substantial
E sized open port.

E. . Of further significonce is the finding in this test series

3 that the safely containable weight of explosive charge has been demon-
E strated to be at least twice that which first causes measurable plastic
deformation.

- Plastic deformation of &4.5-ft-diameter Vessels 1 and 2 was

minimal. The same set of fiducial marks was scribed cn these two

vessels as shown in Figure 24 for the 3-ft vecsel. Vessel 1 showed no

measurable change in size uuntil after Shot 142, the first 16-1b Special

: Gelatin, 0% strength dynamite suitcase-shaped charge when only the

9 distance betveen Marks 2-3 showed a measurable change of 3/32 in. or

0.20 percent. Shot 143, the sccond 16-1b Special Gelatin dynamite

, suitcase-shaped charge blew the reinforcing sleeve from the vessel.

o Post-shot measurements of the vessel could not be made on distances

2-3 and 6-7 because of the formation of a dent in this lccation where

the vessel recoiled against the blast chamber wall. Of the remaining

distances, only two showed measurable changes. These were 1-2, 3/32 in.

or 0.21 percent and 3-4, 7/64 in. or 0.27 percent. Measurements of the

static strain in this vessel by the strain-gage instrumentation first

showed a small residual strain of 62 x 10-6 in./in. on Gage 3 after

E Shot 135, a 3.2-1b Peniolite cylinder shot. After Shot 137, a 4.4-1b

: Pentolite cylinder, this strain had increased to only 131 x 10~6 in./in.

N © After Shot 142, the firct 16-1b Special Gelatin Dynaaite suitcase charge,

] the strains on Gages 1 and 4 b-~d increased to 417 and 18384 x 1076 in./{iua.,

’ respectively., These daca are in agreement with the fiducial-mark measure-
ments within experimental error.
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The results of residual static straln measurements on Vessel
2 are quite similar to those of Vessel 1. The first small residual
strains were recorded for Shot 210, a 3.2-1b Pentclite suitcase. They
were 36 and 13 x 10-0 in./in. for Gages 2 and 3, respectively. Successive
shots, as shoun in Table 6, produced small (<1074 in./in.) strains up to
Shot 2l4, a 10.0-1b Special Gelatin suitcase., This shot produced strain
increments of 532 and 68 x 10~6 in./in. on Gages 2 and 3, respectively,
Small strain increwments per shot continued through Shot 216 when the
total accumulated residual strains reached 672 and 469 x 10~ in,/in.
on Gages 2 and 3, respectively. No futher data on Lhis vessel is avail-
able,

Two-foot-diameter Vessels 3z2~6a were tested with large
spherical C-4 charges to determine the failure limits for this vessel
design and material. A total of six shots were fired in the four
vessels.

Figure 28 shows the fiducial mark layout used on these vessels,
The marks consisted of fine-pointed punch marks. The distances between
adjacent marks on the vessel skin were measured with a pointed vernier
caliper. Hence the actual measurements were of chord distances between
marks. For uniform strain in the vessel, percent changes in chord
measurements are numerically equal to percent strain in the vessel surface.
For nonuniform strains, the changcs in chord lengths may differ from the
actial vessel surface strains. No provision for this possible diiference
has been made nor is readily possible in the absence of additional data.

Table 12 shows the residual strain distribution in the sur-
viving vessels after the labeled shots. Shot 402, 7 1b of C-4, in
Vessel ba produced catastrophic rupture of the vessel. Shot 406, a
second 6-1b C-4 charge in Vessel 4a produced catastrophic failure of
this vessel. Thus, the results of these tests show that for this
vessel design the single-shot catastrophic failure limit lay between
6.5 and 7.0 1b of C-4 and, iurther, that the two-shot catastrophic
failure limit lavs between 5.0 ¢nd 6.0 1b of C-4 in the vessels tested.

Figure 29 shows the method of charge support and relative size
of vessel to charge for the 6.0-1b Shot 403 in Vessel 4a.

Figure 30 shows the appearance of Vessel 5a after firing the
7.0-1b Shot 402, The vessel skin separated inte four major pileces.
Examination showed, by the appecarance of shear lines and the accumulation
of soot on the fracture surfacce, that the fracture of this vessel
originated in two separate locations before either crack had time to
run very far. The locations of the crack origins are indicated by arrow-
points on the figure. The upper origin was along the edge of the doubler
plate insralled to reinforce the main support pin and adjusting bolts.
Tha lower origin was at the corner of a caster attachment farthest from

the port.
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TABLE 12, RESIDUAL STPAINS Il 2-FT-DIAMETER VESSELS

Stiain in Vessel Indicated, percent

Vessel 3a Vessel 4a Vessel 6a
Fiducial Shot Sho* Total Shot Shot
Mark 40 404 Shots 403 405
Pair (5 1b) (5 1b) 401-404 (6 1b) (6.5 1b)
. Vessel Surrace_(a)

1-2 2.1 1.2 3.3 3.4 4.0 |
3-4 1.9 1.6 3.4 3.2 3.6
5-5 2.9 1.7 4.6 3.4 3.9 &
5 6-7 3.5 2.2 5.7 4.8 6.2 g
3 7-8 4.9 3.1 8.1 6.1 7.5 . £
8-9 4.1 2.3 6.5 5.3 6.) §
1 9-10 3.2 0.9 4.0 3.7 3.8 3
n-12 2.8 1.6 4.4 3.7 4.7 &
12-13 3.2 1.9 5,1 4.0 4.7 E
13-14 3.7 1.7 5.4 3.6 5.5 ;

14-15 3.1 1.6 4.7 3.7 5.0
15-16 2.5 1.5 4.0 4.3 4.8 *
17-18 2.6 1.3 3.9 3.1 4.4 3
3 Average N 1.73 4.84 4.03 4.86 é
g
3 Reinforcing Ring(b) %
E. 19-20 0.49 1.00 1.49 0.93 0.7 .
E 21-22 0.30 0.90 1.20 1.12 0.60 g
3 Average 0.39 0.95 1.35 1.03 0.66 %
3 (a) Nominal gage length = 10 in. 2
3 {b) Nominal gage length = 13.3 in. 3
,A ;E

i i f
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FIGURE 29. VIEW LOOKING INTO VESSEL 4a
SHOWING 6-LB SHOT 403

FICURE 30. VESSEL 5a AFTER FIRING 7.0-LB SHOT 402

Arrows indicate the location of crack
origins.
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Figure 31 shows the appearance of Vessel 4a after firing the
second 6,0-1b C-4 shot in this vessel. The vessel skin separated into

three major pieces. Both photos (a and b) show arrows pointing to the single

fracture origin, Figure 31b shows a close-up of the crack origin at the
corner of a caster farthest from the port. This fracture origin is at
the same relative location and has the same appearance as the lower
fracture origin point of Vessel 5a. .

An ultrasonic thickness survey(lo) on another vessel from the
same manufacturing lot showed that the thinnest portion of the vessel is
near this location. I.. the surveyed vessel, wall thicknesses varied
from 0.532 to 0.569 in. adjacent to the weld, to 0.494 in. a: center
fo the hemisphere, with the thinnest region near the location of the
casters most distan: from the port. At four measurement locations
around the center of the hemisphere this thinnest region varied from
0.444 to 0.476 in. in thickness. The average thickness of the surveyed
vessel was 0.514 in, based on the assumption of circular symmetry of
wall thickness for each hemisphere. Thus, for the surveyed vessel,
wall thickness variations of +10.7, ~13.6 percent from the average
were observed. It is not known whether variations of this type are
typical of these vessels, but there is no evidence at present to the
contrary., Hence, it appears likely that an origin of fracture for both
vessels which failed catastrophically was located in the thinnest portion
of the vessels, and that the welded attachment of the caster-wheel
supports played a rovle in the fracture initiation.

Figure 32 shows a plot of the residual plastic strain data for
Vessels 3a-6a. The data points show the average vessel skin residual
strains. The error bars show the maximum and minimum residual strains
recorded for each shot., The curves shown on the figure are computed
residual strains for Pentolite shock-wave parameters and a Composition
C-4 mock-up for the confined explosion gas pressure for the assumed
wall thickness and yield strengths shown. In these calculations the
work-hardening coefficient was held constant at 80,000 psi. However,
for these relatively small strains, the results are insensitive to the
value chosen for the work-hardening coefficient. The three solid curves
show the variation in predicted periormance for the three values of
yield strength shown, for the estimated average wall thickness of
the vessels. The dashed curve shows the predicted performance for the
estimated minimum wall thickness of the vessels. It appears that the
80,000-psi yield strength model describes the observed performance of
these vessels reasonably well. Thus, it appears that there is a strong
strain-rate effect on the mechanical properties of the steel vessel
material even in the face of uncertainties in the true blast-wave param-
eters for Composition C-4 explosive compared to those of the Pentolite
data used in the calculations. (Lacking detailed information, there is
reason to_expect these two explosives to be very similar in this
respect )
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With the agrecement demonstrated between residual plastic

strain and calculations, one must question why the catastrophic fajlure
) of the vessel occurred at a predicted residual strain of V6.5 percent

for the 80,000-psi yvield model. The Battelle-developed computer code

includes subroutines for the calculations of the coqf@ned explosion

gas pressure (CEGP)* as develeped by J. F. Proctor. !’/ Composition

C~4 was mocked-up in this program by a mixture of 9..0 percent RDX

and 9.0 percent wax. Calculations of the CEGP for this mixture suggest

é’%

) :
ok

that the Composition C-4 CEGP is about 12 percent higher than that %
for Pentolite. The calculations show that the static stress produced =
by the CEGP in a 2.0-ft-diameter, 0.427-in.-thick wall spherical vessel #
is 74,000 psi for a 6.5-1b C-4 charge and 76,800 psi for a 7.0-1b C-4 E:
charge. ‘ihese calculated stresses bracket the ultimate strength of k-
75,300 psi given in the test certvificace for this lot of hemispheres %
supplied by the manufacturer. 1In view of the approximations made in 3

the calcularions, and uncertainties in the true minimum wall thickress,
the agreement in bracketing the ultimate strength of the material by
calculated static stresses from explosive loads which bracket the ultimate
failure of a vessel is probably fortuitous. This result does suggest:,
however, that the CEGP plays an important part in the ultimate single-
shot failure of these vessels and, further, that the vessel design and
construction were such that the ultimate properties of the material used

AT AT

3 ) for their construction were realized within experimental and analytical %
! unccrtainties. %
z Other significant details of the 2.0-ft-diameter vessel tests %
P which relate to the design of these vessels arc as follows. The sealing 2

of the vessels was such that the 5-1b Shot 40l vented gases for 50 sec,
while the 6-1b Shot 403 vented gases from the vessel for "1 min, 55 sec.
The venting gases were not especially noisy and did not burn on venting.

AL

it

The 6.5-1b Shot 405 blew one of the two 1/2-20 door adjusting
bolts from the vessel, causing a reduction in the venting time to A7 sec.
The seczond 5-1b shot (404) in Vessel 3a blew both adjusting holts out

i

i P A

i of the vessel and reduced the venting time to <5 sec. No other adjusting Z
E bolts were iost even frem the vessels which suffered catastrophic failure. g
il These bolts were originally threaded through nearly 1 in. of vessel 2
i material including the doubier. The tap used, however, provided a rela- 2
§ tively loose original fit of the bolts in the vessel. In both cases of %
E bolt blowout, the recovered bolts still had threads present on them, and %
3 in the case of Vessel 6a, which contained the 6.5-~1b shot, the lost %
3 =
i *This quantity is the steady-state guas pressure which would exist inside %
i a sealed vessa2l after the shock waves have subsided, allowing for re- E
E action of the gas products with the originally contained air and estab- %
E ) lishment of thermal equilibrium between the gases but no heat loss to %
3 the container. %
5 5
4 2

=
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adjusting bolt was screwed back into the original threads and held tightly
enough to allow the door to be adjusted to a good £it in the port as
before the shot. The combination of elastic and plastic stretching of

the vessel whic enlarged the adjusting bolt hole, together with the
internal pressure in the vessel and original loose fit of the bolts,
allowed loss of the bolts. Due to the marginal nature of these failures
and the long engaged thread length available, it appears likely that

this failure could be avoided in future vessels of thic design by the

use of coarser threads (i.e., 1/2-13 NC) and a tighter or.ginal fit of

the bolts.

The damage to the do»r support and operating mechanism other
than the adjusting bolts as a result of the large charges fired in
these vessels was minimal. The principal damages to the mechanism were
elcngation of the holes for the cross-pin in the door supports and en-
largement of the hole for the main pin (see Figure 5), with the result
that as the door was lowered away from the adjusting bolts and rein-
forcing ring by rotation of the operating nut, the door was allowed to
swing down toward a more vertical position. This damage did not appear
to affect the strength or integrity of the vessels for blast contain-
ment., It merely required readjustment of the adjusting bolts to reseat
the door against the ring in the closed position and a few more turns
of the operating nut to open and close the door.

A final point regarding the design is that the shock loads
transmitted to the floor through the caster wheels were sufficient
to cause some damage to the caster-wheel supports and hard rubber
tires used for the caster wheels. 1In the surviving vessels, this
damage was sufficiently slight that the caster wheels were still
operable, but with some difficulty. 1In this size vessel it is
expected that the provision of slightly larger pneumatic-tired
casters would alleviate this problem.

Effect of Blast-Attenuating Filler Materials

Several shots were fired in 4,.5~ft-diameter Vessel 2 to
investigate the effect of two blast-attenuating filler materials.
These were expanded vermiculite of the variety commonly svailable for
home insulation and small glass bottles in 1 to 8-oz sizes., Ver-
miculite was evaluated because of its lightweigh% crushable nature
together with its low cost, availability, and nonflammable character.
The small glass bottles were chosen for evaluation because of the
large forces required to fracture, the large free volume, and ready
availability. The glass bottles, howewer, turned out to be rela-
tively heavy and inconvenient to handle,

Table 13 presents the principal results-of tests of ver-
miculite and glass bottles filling the 4.5-ft vessel as a shock-
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absorbing filler. The "first-cycle waximum response" is the first maxi-
mum tensile regponse noted from the dynamic strain-gage records. The
strain at the first maximum is often not the largest strain observed,
but it is the strain value vhich can be correlated with theory, at

least for the empty vessel, and is the maximum strain which occurs for
shots large enough to produce plastic deformation of the vessel.

The residual plastic strain data for these tests are incom-
plete. However, the average plastic strain increments recorded for the
four strain gages for Shots 232 and 235 were 335 x 106 and 68 x 10- s
respectively. Thus, a much smaller (although both are small) plastic
strain was produced by 10 1b cf Pentolite with a vermiculite fill than
8.0 1b in the empty vessel.

Figure 33 shows the dynamic strain-gage response observed for
8-1b shots of Pentolite. 1t will be recalled that the Pentolite being
used here is low-densiry, <1.0 g/cm3 material. Shot 217 shows records
typical of those obtained for the empty vessel. Shot 226 shows the

response observed for the vessel filled with vermiculite, In both shots,

the oscilloscope time zero corresponds to initiation of detonation of
the charges. Note the delayed response of the vessel when filled with
vermiculite. This effect is also shown in the columns labeled "time"
in Table 13 which give the time to reach the first maximum after charge

detonation,

Figure 34 shows the dynamic strain-gage response observed for
the 8-1b shot in the vessel filled with small glass bottles. The glass
bottles delay the arrival of the first large stress pulse even more
than the vermiculite, however, when the major stress pul.c does arrive,
its amplitude is apparentlv larger than for the vermiculite, A small
plastic strain of 313 microstrain was observed at the Gage 3 position
after this shot, although the other gages showed none.

It may be seen from examination of the data in Table 13 that
the effectiveness of vermiculite as a shock-mitigating medium decreases
with increasing charge size from 2 to 8 1b. It is believed, at present,
that the vermiculite attenuation capability at the 10-1b level is
probably about equivalent to its capability at 8 lb of Pentolite deto-
nated in the vessel, based on the meager data available. Tt should be
pointed out that the vermiculite fill used for the initial 2- and 8-1b
Pentolite shots was from one lot of vermiculite, while the vermiculite
for the 1/2 filled and 10-1b Pentolite shots was from another lot pro~
cured about 10 months later. This may be a factor influencing the
apparent change in attenuation effectiveness between the 8~ and 10-1b
shots.

The intermediate average ratio of filled-to-empty stresses
shown by the shots in the vessel 1/2 filled with vermiculite are of
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FIGURE 33. DYNAMIC RESPONSE OF VESSEL TO 8.0 LB OF PENTOLITE

. Sweep speed 1is 1 ms per division.
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FIGURE 34. DYNAMIC RESPONSE OF VESSEL FILLED WITH
SMALL (<8 0Z) GLASS BOTTLES

Shot 236; sweep speed was 1 ms/division.
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little significance from the standpoint of vessel damage, Due to the
location of the ctrain gages on this vessel (see Figure 8), only Gage 1
was well above the vermiculite i1l level with a direct air shock path
available from the explosive. This gage shows stress levels essentially
the same as those from the empty vessel at both the 2- and 8-1b :xplosive
levels. Thus the 1/2 i1l of ~vermiculve ippears to have little or nc
effect on the upper part of the vessel, while mitigating the shock to

=

the lower part.

The performance of the glascs as a blast-attenuation medfuin was
not particularly encouraging and, duve to the handling difficulties, no

further shots ware conducted v .th this material.
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

(1) Design criteria for spherical blast containment chambers
were developed and demonstrated experimentally,

bt

st

(2) An elastic-plastic analysis of the behavior of sphericul
blast containment vessels was developed and demonstrated
good agreement w. . h experiment in both the elastic and
plastic ranges of compact charge loads, for a particular
steel (A-537, Class 1 or A-516, Grade 70)
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(3) The maximum effect of a suitcase-shaped charge relative
to a compact charge was shown to be a function of the
scaled distance from the charge to the vessel wall.
Furthev work, both experimental and analytical, is
needed in this area for both suitcase and other charge
shapes, and in the range of smaller scaled distances.

Lh o MR

i, e T il

" Rttt n

(4) The effect of two 60% strength dynamites relative to
low~dersity Pentolite on containment vessels was deter-
mined approximately in the range of elastic vessel re-
sponse. The relative effectiveness was found to be a
function of the scaled distance., Further work is needed .
to determine the reasoa for this behavior and Lo refine
and extend the data to smaller scaled distances for
design purposes,
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(5) Large, late-time strain cycles were observed for rela-
tively small charges which could lead to low-cycle
fatjpgue failures in the absence of residual plastic
deformation. For applications in which repeated deto-
nations in containment vessels are anticipated, this
area requires considerable additional investigation
to determine safe operating lifetimes.

g (6) The single-shot catastrophic failure limit of 2,0-ft~
diameter vessels was found to correspond with exceeding
the static ultimate strength of the vessels at their
thinnest part by stresses from the calculated confined
explosion gas pressure. The effect of attachments to
the vessel also apparently contributed to the crack
origin, Further work on the effect of attachments
which may influence vessel failure is needed for appli~-
cations in which the failure limit load of a vessel is
to be approached. Although it is expected that the 3
analytical scaling developed in the program should pro- 3
vide reasonable failure limit estimates, further experi- .
mental work to show the importance of size effects on

ultimate failure is needed.
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(7) When rigid quality controls on manufacture are imposed
for the steel employed in thesc studies, it appears that
there may be a factor of three possible increase in the
charg. load which produces measurabie (0.1 percent)
residual plastic strain before the single-shot failure
load is exceeded for thin-walled vessels in the small
size range investigated. This statement needs experi-
mental verification in the larger vessel sizes.

;’.

&
?E
¥
-
25
=
=
z
=
E
&
2
-
F
3
&
B
;.

§
5
=

]

Prraa

e A

R




AT

Rtiaiiieiia it

sl L

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

()

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

Baker, W. E., J. Appl. Mech., 27, 139 (1960).

o
T e e b o gt Wit e e e yepapenfe S e 2

98

REFERENCES

Baker, W. E., et al., "Engineering Feasibility of Contained
Detonation (U)", Air Force Weapons Laboratory Report No.
AFWL-TR-65-96 (October 1965), p 29.

Goodman, H. J., "Compiled Free-Air Blast Data on Bare Spherical
Pentolite", Ballistic P-search Laboratory Report BRL No. 1092
(February, 1960).

Proctor, J. F., "Internal Blast Damage Mechanism Computer
Program", Naval Ordnance Laboratory Report NCWTR 72-231
(31 August 1972).

Theory of Plates and Shells, Timoshenko, S$., and Woinowsky-
Krieger, S., Second Edition, McGraw-~Hill Book Company,
New York (1959).

Fliigge, W., Stresses in Shells, Fourth Printing, Springer-
Verlag, New York Inc. (1967).

Roark, R. J., Formulas for Stress and Strain, Fourth Edition,
McGraw~-Hill Book Company, New York (1965).

Lubahn, J. D., and Felgar, R. P., Plasticity and Creep of Metals,
Wiley, New York (1961).

The JANNAF Hazard Working Group, "Chemical Rocket/Propellant
Hazards", Vol. 1: '"General Safety Engineering Design Criteria"
CPIA Publication 194, Chemical Propulsion Informaticn Agency,
The Johns Hopkins University, Applied Physics Laboratory
(October 1971), p 2-11.

Final Report on Contract No. N000174-74-C-0219 to the Naval
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Facility from Battelle~Columbus
Laboratories (July 1975), to be published.

R e B A B S0 0

i

il

S e B

&

Tt

o

b

Ly

AR A

4

"

SRR v i B e s e b

:
@
%
+
+

%
3
£
£




AR iy

N P m o nE s a0 e R T e O y

- T NS

R

= - - -~ i
APPENDIX A
WELDING PROCEDURE SPECIFICATION
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WELDING PROCEDURE SPICIFICATION (WPS)

Wulding Procedure specification pate 3/28/75  Supporting PQR No(S) v0-75-1
E No/ Revisions _P-75-A
= S -—————. ————————— ?}
L 2
E Welding Process(es) Gas-metal-arc in combination  Types Semi~automatic (GMA and ;E
3 with shiclded metal arc HManaal (SAA) - %
b !
b JOINTS BASE METALS E
" Groove design _Single U P No. 1 to P Ho. 1 a
- . £
2 Backing Thickness range 3/16" to 3" g
P B
. Other other §§
.i ;‘
3 FILLER HETALS " POSITION
§: F No. 4 «nd 6 Other position of Groove __Flat
5 A No. 1 Other Welding progression
3 SFA 5.5 £7018
3 spec. No, SFh 5.20 AWS No. E70T-1 Othex
3 . SFA, SFB Class
4 E7018 - 1/8" dia,
E size cf Electrode g707-1 - 3/32" dia. PREHEAT
gize of Filler preheat Temp. 250 F min,
";; Flux Composition Interpass Temp, 250 F min.
particle Size prcheat Maintenance
* Electrode Flux Composition Othex
f Consumable Insert
Other POSTWELD HEAT TREATMENT
Temperature
Time Range
Othex .




Welding Procedure specification No. - P=75-A

A-2

WELDING PROCEDURE SPECIFICATION (Wps)
(Continued)

pate _3/28/75

W

GhS

b

AR L

s b
AL

shielding Gas{es) carbon dioxide

T

percent Composition

b

(mixtures)

Flow Rate 50 cfh

© Current e

FLECTRICAL CHARACTERISTICS

AC or DC
E7018 160 to 187

Amps.E70T-1 380-400  volts _26 volts E70T-1

polarity Keverse .

{Range) {Range)

Travel Speed

Gas Backing (Range)
&
“? Trailing Shielding Othex
Gds Composition
: Other
EGHNIQUE PROCEDURES

string or Weave Bead String

orifice or Gas Cup Size

~held

fnitial & Interpass Cleaning Initial: hand

Method of Back Gouging pPower grinder

B
=1

PRI,

Oscillation

Contact Tube to Work Di.stance

i kb

Multipass or Single Pass Multipass
(pex side)

Ry

Single or Multiple Electrodes single

bl

o

Other

b

e

power grinder; Interpass: powered wire brush
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Procedure Qualification Record No. Pg-75-1

WPS No, P-75-A

S

"elding Process (cs) ShiClded metal-arc for
passes 1 thru 3, yas metal-arc for balance

’\t——Zo.

JOINT'S
t
¢ - %
LS ! i 3.
87 5 MAK

Groove Design Used

FILLER METALS

* Weld Metal Analysis A No. | 1
gize of Electrode E£7018 1/8"; E70T-1 3/32"
Filler Mctal F ¥o. 4 and 6
SFA Speci fication &.5 and 5.20

AWS Classification E7018 and E70T-1
Other

POSTWELD HLAT TREATMENT

B

T it

Temperature
Time
Othex

ELECTRICAL CHARACTERISTICS

Current DC

Polarity Roverse

hmps ., * Volts 26 volts - E70T-1
Travel Speed

Other

el

% 170 amps 7018
380-400 amps E70T-1

it o

' PROCEDURE QUALIFICATION RECORD (PQR)

A-3

Date 3/28/75

it A

d

lginiy
ik

TR Lo R PR A

Types Semi-Auto (GMA) and Manual (sma)
(Manual, Automatic, Semi-Auto.)

BASE METALS

Material Spec. _AS37A

Type or Grade

il

P No. 1 to P No. 1
Thickness 1"1/2 inches

Diameteyr

Othex

POSITION

Position of Groove Flat

Weld Progression

(Uphill, Dewnhill)
Other

PREHEAT

Prehcat Temp. 250 F
Interpass Temp. 200 F
Other

GAS

Type of Gas or Gases Carbon dioxide
& Composition of Gas Mixture
Other 50_cfh

TECHNIQUL PROCEDURES
String or Weave Bead String
Oscillation

Multipass or Single Pass

Multiple
{per side) .
Single or Multiple Electrcdes Single ;
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PROCEDUKE QUALIF1C:I'ION RECORD (PQR) PQ-75~1
{Continucd)

TENSILE TLST PRESULTS

3/28/75

\

SPECIMEN DIMLKSIONS PER FIGURE OW 462.1d, Section IX, ASME \

"Boilcr Code
Choracter and

Specimen Dimencions hreca Ultimate Location

+ Number | Width(IJ Thickness (2] sq. in. Load, 1lb Stress, psi| of Failure
1 0.202 16,025 79,406 Wold metal

2 0,202 15,925 78,880 Base mctal

3 0.200 16,000 79,880 Base mdtal

4 0.201 15,750 78,511 Base metal

(1) Recoxrd outside diameter if a full pipe section is tested.
(2) Record wall thickness

if a full pipe sectiecn is tested.

GUIDLD BEND TEST RESUL.'S

SR e e T2E e

Type and Character of Failuxe

Macro Results

SPI‘CIMEN DIMENSIONS PLR FIGURE QW 452,2a, Section IX, ASME
Boiler Code
Specimen Bend Specimen Bend
funber Type Radius Results Numbex Type Radius Results
1 Side 1-1/4" No defects 4 Side 1-1/4"1 No defects
side 1-1/4""] No defects
3 Side 1-1/4" No defects
Toughness Tests
Specimen Notch Hotch Test Imzact | lLateral Tuwn, Drov Yaicht
No. Location | %yze | Temn. values | SShear | s Dreak B0 EreaR
Type of Tes
Peposit Analysis
Other
Fillet \leld Test
Result ~ Satisfactory Penetration into Parent Metal
Yes, No : Yes, No

The results of the bend and tensile tcstg nnt Ehe requirements of Section IX, ASME Boiler

and Pressure Vessel Code, 1974.

Welds made by W.H. Stefanov.
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